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204 Coble Hall
801 South Wright Street
Champaign, IL 61820-6210

April 13, 2005

Abbas Aminmansour, Chair

Senate Committee on Educational Policy
Office of the Senate

228 English Building, MC-461

Dear Abbas:

Enclosed is a proposal to establish Guidelines on Graduate Concentrations, which was approved by the
Graduate College Executive Committee at its meeting of October 19, 2004, and discussed last week in the
Senate Committee on Educational Policy. As you know, the purpose of this proposal was twofold: 1) to
reserve the use of the term “concentration” to refer to a formally approved program that is acknowledged on
the student’s official University transcript, and 2) to standardize the approval process for all graduate
concentrations.

The Guidelines define a graduate concentration as a coherent program of study requiring considerable depth
of knowledge. A concentration may refer to a subfield within a discipline or to an interdepartmental and/or
interdisciplinary area of knowledge. All approved graduate concentrations will be listed on the graduate
transcript. For this reason, all concentrations must:

e Represent a major part of the graduate program (24-32 hours);
e Include a rationale that explains why transcript recognition is sought;
e Be approved by the disciplinary college(s), the Graduate College, and the Board of Trustees.

According to its Bylaws, the Graduate College has jurisdiction of all approved programs leading to graduate
degrees. In the past, the establishment of new subfields (whether they were called specializations, options, or
concentrations) within existing graduate programs did not require approval beyond the Graduate College.
Because graduate concentrations will be recorded on the student’s official University transcript, we believe
that all graduate concentrations should be approved by the Graduate College Executive Committee and the
Board of Trustees, and reported to the Senate on an annual basis. We believe it should go to the Senate as an
information item. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Furou

Karen M. Carney
Associate Dean
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