
PROPOSAL TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL 

POLICY TO ESTABLISH OR MODIFY AN UNDERGRADUATE MINOR 

Title of the proposed minor: Minor in Turkish Studies (College of Liberal Arts and Sciences) 

Sponsoring unit(s):  

Department of Linguistics, Ayse Ozcan, Lecturer, 217-333-3563, aozcan@illinois.edu 

College Contact: Kelly Ritter, Associate Dean for Curricula and Academic Policy, College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences, ritterk@illinois.edu, 333-1350 

Brief description of the program of study: 

This proposal is to establish an undergraduate minor in Turkish studies. The minor program of study 

aims to introduce students to modern Turkey, and enable students to be able to communicate and 

read in the authentic language. Through a required six hours of advanced level Turkish language 

courses (for students who do not already have equivalent credit in the language), three hours in 

Turkish Language and Culture, and nine additional hours in courses relevant to Turkey/Ottoman 

Empire chosen from approved offerings in the humanities and social sciences, students will study an 

aspect of Turkish language and culture from an interdisciplinary perspective. This perspective will 

include analyses in several disciplines, such as history, anthropology, political science, religion and 

music. The total 18 hours required in the minor will provide some depth in the subject, guiding 

students who wish to pursue further postgraduate work in the field, or connect this minor to a related 

major field of study.  

Justification: Undergraduate students who are particularly interested in Turkey are currently able to 

take relevant courses, but do not have an option to obtain a degree in Turkish. These students have 

requested that a minor be created. At present, most of these students pursue another interdisciplinary 

minor instead. This proposed minor will meet the current demands of students who wish to pursue a 

program in this area. We expect to increase enrollments in the Turkish program as the minor is 

implemented, making the Turkish program more visible to all students on campus and more 

competitive with other interdisciplinary programs. 

At other major universities in the United States—for example, at the University of Arizona, 

Georgetown University, Columbia University, Yale University, Duke University, The University of 

California, Berkeley, and Harvard University—  Turkish Studies is a popular field of study. It is a 

similarly popular field worldwide (e.g., Leiden, London School of Economics, Copenhagen, Oslo). 

Students who complete the minor in Turkish Studies will be qualified to seek jobs in a variety of 

settings, including academia, business, research institutions, national security jobs, and diplomatic 

missions. 

Budgetary and Staff Implications: 

a. Additional staff and dollars needed

None; the small number of minors projected will not result in the need for additional 

funding or staff. 

b. Internal reallocations (e.g. change in class size, teaching loads, student-faculty ratio, etc.)
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The resulting students in the minor will not adversely affect our ability to offer our Turkish 

language classes at the current course caps.  

c.  Effect on course enrollment in other departments and explanations of discussions with 

representatives of those departments  

    Letters of support from units where students may elect to take courses for the minor         

(Anthropology, French and Italian, History, Political Science, REEEC, Religion, Sociology, 

School of Music) as well as Illinois International Programs, are attached. 

d. Impact on library, computer use, laboratory use, equipment, etc.  

    None 

Requirements:  

The proposed minor in Turkish Studies requires 18 hours of coursework. This includes a new core 

culture course (3 credit hours) on Turkey, TURK 270-Language and Culture in Turkey, which will 

be offered for the first time in Fall 2019, coinciding with the proposed implementation date of the 

minor. Students must also complete two advanced language courses (6 hours), TURK 405 and 406; 

those students who do not have advanced level proficiency will need to take Elementary and 

Intermediate level courses (TURK 201, 202, 403, and/or 404) first. Students who are fluent in 

Turkish may contact the program advisor in order to take a proficiency test demonstrating advanced 

level proficiency. Students who test out of the advanced language requirement (TURK 405-406) 

must take 6 additional hours of advanced (300- or 400-level) coursework from the list of 

Turkey/Ottoman Empire electives. 

In addition to the 9 hours of coursework in Language and Culture and in advanced Turkish, above, 

the minor requires three additional courses, chosen from the list included with this proposal. Students 

may work with the program advisor to select courses from the list that are relevant to their academic 

interests and chosen career path(s). Three hours of Study Abroad may count as hours toward the 

minor if it is determined by the program advisor to be equivalent to other required coursework at 

UIUC.   

 

Prerequisites for the minor: Completion of TURK 404 or placement into Advanced Turkish, for 

those who come to the minor with prior experience in the Turkish language.  

Expected enrollment in the minor: 6-8 for the first few years, with a modest increase thereafter, 

once the program is fully established.  

Admission to the minor: Students will be required to meet with the minor advisor, who must 

sign the “Statement of Intent to Pursue a Campus-Approved Minor” form before the student 

submits it to the LAS Student Academic Affairs Office.  

Minor advisor: The Director for the Turkish Language Program, Ayse Ozcan, Lecturer in 

Linguistics, will advise students enrolled in the minor through email and one-on-one meetings. In 

addition, the Turkish Language Program website will have information about the minor requirements 

once the minor has been fully approved. 

Certification of successful completion: The college where the student is enrolled will confirm 

whether the minor has been completed, based on the course work designated.  If a Minor 

Modification Form is needed, the college offering the minor will review the course substitutions, 

in consultation with the department sponsoring the minor if needed, and approve completion of 

the minor with the college of the student. 

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2019 
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CLEARANCES: 

______________________________________________________ 
Head/chair of the sponsoring department or unit: 

______________________________________________________ 
School Director

_____________________________________________________ 
Dean of the college of the sponsoring department or unit: 

_______________________________________________________ 
Chair, Senate Educational Policy Committee: 

CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEAAAAAAAAAAAAAARANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNCCCCCCEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
HHHHHHHeHHHHHHHeHHHHHHHHHHeHHHHHHHeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeadddadadadadadadadadddaddddadddddadadaddadaaaddaaaadadddaaadddaaaadadaadaaaddaaaddaddddddda ///////////c//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// hair of ttheheehehheheeheheeeheeheeeeeheheehehheeehhhhhhheeeee sponsoring ddded partment or unit:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
ScS hool Director
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Statement for the Academic Catalog: 

The minor in Turkish Studies is designed for students interested in developing their understanding of 

Turkey as a complement to their disciplinary major. Completion of the minor requires at least 18 

hours in applicable courses.  

Hours Requirement 

6 Language Requirement1 

TURK 405: Advanced Turkish I 

TURK 406: Advanced Turkish II 

3 Turkish Language and Culture 

TURK 270: Language and Culture in Turkey 

9 Additional Courses related to Turkey/Ottoman Empire 

To be chosen from the following list or from other applicable courses in 

consultation with the minor advisor: 

 ANTH 402 : Transnational Islam: Europe - US 

 ANTH 488: Modern Europe 

 EURO 415: Europe and the Mediterranean 

 HIST 135: History of Islamic Middle East 

 HIST 335: Middle East 1556-1914 

 HIST 337: Middle East since World War I  

 HIST 396: Special Topics (when focused on Turkey) 

 HIST 439: The Ottoman Empire 

 HIST 463: The Modern Balkans through Literature and Film 

 HIST 466: The Balkans 

 FR 418: Language & Minorities in Europe 

 MUS 418 Regional Studies in Musicology(when focused on Turkey) 

 PS 152: The New Middle East 

 PS 347: Government and Politics of the Middle East 

 REL 213: Intro to Islam-ACP OR REL 214 : Intro to Islam 

 REL 223: The Qur'an (Koran) 

 REL 403: Women in Muslim Societies 

 REL 408 : Islam and Politics in the Middle East 

 REL 480: Islamic Law 

 REL 482: Muslim-Christian Interactions 

 REES 201: Introduction to Eastern Europe 

 SOC 483: Middle Eastern Societies & Cultures 

 Study abroad course(s) relevant to Turkey (maximum of 3 hours; must 

be approved by the advisor) 

 TURK 490: Special Topics in Turkish 

18 Total Hours 

1. Students who test out of the advanced language requirement (405-406) must take six 

additional hours of advanced (300- or 400-level) coursework from the list of Turkey/Ottoman 

Empire electives. 





















November 1, 2018

Kathryn Martensen 

Associate Provost 

Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

207 Swanlund Administration Building 

MC-304

Dear Kathy: 

The Committee on Courses and Curricula and Executive Commitee of the College of Liberal

Arts and Sciences has voted to approve the following proposal: 

Establish an Undergraduate Minor in Turkish Studies 

This proposal is now ready for review by the Senate Educational Policy Committee for proposed 

implementation in Fall 2019. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Ritter 

Associate Dean 

enclosures 

C:   Professor James Yoon 

Professor Elena Delgado 

updated for Ed Pol
11-26-18




