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November 10, 2025

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN SENATE
PRE-FILED RESOLUTION
(Final; Action)

RS.26.01 Resolution to Reject the Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education

WHEREAS the United States Secretary of Education has requested that American colleges and
universities enter into a “Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education;”

WHEREAS the “Compact” contains provisions antithetical to the missions and traditions of the
public, land-grant universities;

WHEREAS the “Compact” violates long-standing legal decisions regarding the First and
Fourteenth Amendments, and violates the Unconstitutional Conditions Doctrine of the
Supreme Court of the United States;

WHEREAS the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign stands for American academic values of
the highest standard, including the universal rights to both free speech and academic freedom;

WHEREAS the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate previously resolved in RS.25.01 to
call on the President of the University of lllinois System and the Chancellor of the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign to join and take any necessary steps to establish a Mutual Academic
Defense Compact (MADC) with groups of our partner institutions and coalitions;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Senate firmly
opposes the “Compact;”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate stands in
solidarity with faculty, students, and staff at other institutions rejecting the “Compact;”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Senate calls on
Chancellor Isbell, President Killeen, and the Board of Trustees to continue to reject calls to join
the “Compact” and any similar compacts that compromise the mission, values, and
independence of the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign Senate calls on senators
at University of lllinois System campuses -- University of Illinois Chicago and University of lllinois
Springfield -- to work toward similar resolutions to join us in rejecting this compact.

Respectfully submitted and co-sponsored by:
Jon Hale, Education Policy, Organization & Leadership (EDUC)


https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Compact-for-Academic-Excellence-in-Higher-Education-10.1.pdf?utm_source=ACLS+News+and+Updates&utm_campaign=bed8f54e94-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_10_06_02_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-bed8f54e94-
https://www.senate.illinois.edu/2024-2025/20250428senate/RS2501_FINAL_20250428.pdf
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