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RS.26.01 Resolution to Reject the Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education 
 
WHEREAS the United States Secretary of Education has requested that American colleges and 
universities enter into a “Compact for Academic Excellence in Higher Education;” 
 
WHEREAS the “Compact” contains provisions antithetical to the missions and traditions of the 
public, land-grant universities; 
 
WHEREAS the “Compact” violates long-standing legal decisions regarding the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments, and violates the Unconstitutional Conditions Doctrine of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; 
 
WHEREAS the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign stands for American academic values of 
the highest standard, including the universal rights to both free speech and academic freedom; 
 
WHEREAS the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate previously resolved in RS.25.01 to 
call on the President of the University of Illinois System and the Chancellor of the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign to join and take any necessary steps to establish a Mutual Academic 
Defense Compact (MADC) with groups of our partner institutions and coalitions; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate firmly 
opposes the “Compact;”  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate stands in 
solidarity with faculty, students, and staff at other institutions rejecting the “Compact;”  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate calls on 
Chancellor Isbell, President Killeen, and the Board of Trustees  to continue to reject calls to join 
the “Compact” and any similar compacts that compromise the mission, values, and 
independence of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign; 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate calls on senators 
at University of Illinois System campuses -- University of Illinois Chicago and University of Illinois 
Springfield -- to work toward similar resolutions to join us in rejecting this compact.  
 
Respectfully submitted and co-sponsored by: 
Jon Hale, Education Policy, Organization & Leadership (EDUC) 

https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Compact-for-Academic-Excellence-in-Higher-Education-10.1.pdf?utm_source=ACLS+News+and+Updates&utm_campaign=bed8f54e94-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_10_06_02_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-bed8f54e94-
https://www.senate.illinois.edu/2024-2025/20250428senate/RS2501_FINAL_20250428.pdf
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Toby Beauchamp, Gender and Women’s Studies (LAS) 
Eric Calderwood, Comparative and World Literature (LAS) 
J. David Cisneros, Communication (LAS) 
Kathryn Clancy, Anthropology (LAS) 
Camille Cobb, Siebel School of Computing and Data Science (SSCDS) 
Shawn Gilmore, English (LAS) 
Kerry L. Hagan, School of Music (FAA) 
Brendan Harley, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering (LAS) 
Linda Herrera, Education Policy, Organization & Leadership (EDUC) 
Carla Hunter, Psychology (LAS) 
Jeffrey Eric Jenkins (FAA) 
Elise Kramer, Anthropology (LAS) 
Erik McDuffie, African American Studies (LAS) 
Faranak Miraftab, Urban and Regional Planning (FAA) 
David O’Brien, Art and Design/Art History (FAA) 
Pollyanna Rhee, Landscape Architecture (FAA) 
Ben Roidl-Ward, School of Music (FAA) 
Gilberto Rosas, Latina/Latino Studies and Anthropology (LAS) 
Charles C Roseman, Evolution, Ecology, & Behavior (LAS) 
Eman Saadah, Linguistics (LAS) 
Bernhard Scully, School of Music (FAA) 
Siobhan Somerville, English / Gender and Women’s Studies (LAS) 
Lindsey Stirek, Art & Design (FAA) 
Augustus Wood, School of Labor and Employment Relations (LER) 
 
Jonah Brue (LAS) 
Alan Cervantes (LAS) 
Kamara Doxey (GRAD) 
Hunter Farnham (LAS) 
Patrick Herr (LAS) 
Patrick Holt (ACES) 
Myles Johnson (ENGR) 
Kedar Manda (LAS) 
Jackson Pence (LAS) 
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