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March 9, 2026

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN SENATE
COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY STATUTES AND SENATE PROCEDURES
(Final; Action)

SP.26.08 Revision to Standing Rules 1 — Adjournment and 16 — Requesting to Speak at a
Senate or Senate Committee Meeting

BACKGROUND

The proposed revisions to Standing Rule 1 changes the word “wishes” to “requests” to make
the language more precise and make clear the fact that discussion of business must end at 5:15
p.m.

In Standing Rule 16, “wishes” is changed to “requests” and repetitious language is removed and
required actions are put in an ordered list for ease of reading and understanding.

RECOMMENDATION
The Senate Committee on University Statutes and Senate Procedures recommends the
approval of the following revisions to the Standing Rules. Text to be deleted is struek-through-
and text to be added is underlined.
REVISION TO STANDING RULES 1 and 16
1. Adjournment

The motion to adjourn shall not be treated as privileged and shall be listed as the final item

on the Agenda. At5:35-p-m-ifstillHn-session-If the Senate is still in session at 5:15 p.m.,

then it shall terminate its discussion of business. No debatable motion may thereafter be

made. If a prior debatable motion is still pending, then it may be voted on only if no senator

present wishes makes a request to continue debate or if the previous question is moved

and ordered. Nondebatable motions may be made and voted on if they relate to the matter
under discussion at 5:15 p.m.; or to suspension of the rules;. and Further, the subject of
adjournment to a specific time may be discussed. If at the conclusion of the meeting any
agenda item remains uncompleted, then the session shall be adjourned to the following

Monday at 3:10 p.m. unless the Senate has determined otherwise.

16. Requesting to Speak at a Senate or Senate Committee Meeting
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The Senate has developed procedures incomphanece to comply with the lllinois Open
Meetings Act by which individuals may request the-epportunity to speak at Senate or
Senate €&-committee meetings. This is generally referred to as “public comment.”
The Senate has also developed procedures permitting-to permit non-senators to request
the privilege of the floor at Senate and Senate €&committee meetings to speak during the
discussion ef-on a partiewarspecific item listed-enthe-of business pertien-efon the
agenda. This is generally referred to as “floor privileges.”
The procedures for requesting-the-eppertunity to speak during public comment and or
requesting floor privileges on an item of business on the agenda are listed separately
below.
A. Public Comment
Public comment is a portion of the meeting set aside specifically for the public to
address the Senate or a Senate committee (the body). A response to the individual
making the public comment is not required by the presiding officer or by members
of the body. When addressing the body, individuals shall first state their name and
anyrelevant title or affiliation.
1. Requests to address the body.
Requests to make a public comment at a Senate or a Senate committee
meeting must:

a. b-Be submitted te-the-Office-of the-Senate in writing relaterthan at
least twelve hours before the scheduled start of the meeting at
which the individual wishes makes a request to speak.

b. Be submitted to the Office of the Senate for a Senate meeting or be
submitted to the committee chair for a Senate committee meeting.

c. _Include the name of the individual requesting to make a public
comment and the individual’s title or affiliation.
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d. Include the date of the specific Senate or the Senate committee

meeting at which the individual requests to make a public comment.

e. State the subject of the public comment, which must relate to

matters within the jurisdiction of the Senate or the Senate

committee.

1

The Clerk of the Senate or committee chair will review each request and

notify the individual making the request whether the individual may give
public comment at the-rext-the specific meeting requested. Substitute

speakers will not be permitted.

Time allocation.

The Senate will allow public comment at each meeting. An individual will be
limited to speak for no more than three minutes. This limit will be strictly
adhered to with assistance of a timekeeper. A maximum of ten speakers will

be recognized for each Senate meeting.

Senate committees will allow public comment at each meeting. An

individual will be limited to speak for no more than two minutes. This limit
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will be strictly adhered to with the assistance of a timekeeper. A maximum

of five speakers will be recognized for each committee meeting.

3. Scheduling of speakers.
When the number of requests to address the Senate or a Senate committee
at a given meeting exceeds the number allocated in section A.2 above,
requests will be approved based on the date and time the written request
was received by the Office of the Senate or by the chair of a committee. In
addition, preference may be given to subject matters that relate to the

agenda for the relevant specific meeting or relate to items under the
committee charge in the Senate Bylawsand-te-aveid-repetitiveness.

4. Discussion moderation.
The presiding officer or committee chair may truncate repetitious or

disruptive comments.

B. Floor Privileges
The Senate or a Senate committee may grant floor privileges to an individual to
participate in the discussion of an item listed on the business portion of the

agenda.

1. Requests to address the body.

Requests for floor privileges at a Senate or a Senate committee meeting

must:
a. b-Be submitted te-the Office of the Senate in writing nrelaterthan-at

least twelve hours before the scheduled start of the meeting at

which the individual wishes makes a request to speak.

b. Be submitted to the Office of the Senate for a Senate meeting or be

submitted to the committee chair for a Senate committee meeting.
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c. Include the name of the individual requesting floor privileges and

the individual’s title or affiliation.

d. Include the date of the Senate or Senate committee meeting at

which the individual requests floor privileges.

e. Theindividualmustincludein-therequestthe-businessitem-Include
the specific item of business on the agenda the individual wishes

requests to speak about.
1

At the beginning of each meeting, the presiding officer or committee chair

will announce the names of those who have requested floor privileges and
the specific business item the individual wishes requests to speak about,

and the Senate or Senate committee shall vote on those requests, either

separately or collectively.

2. Scheduling of speakers.
Individuals who have been granted floor privileges by the body shall state
their name and relevant title or affiliation before addressing the body and
shall speak only during discussion of the business-item of business on the

agenda te-for which floor privileges were granted.
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3. Discussion moderation.

Precedence of the floor will be given to members of the body. The presiding

officer or committee chair shall moderate the discussion in accordance with

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised. The presiding officer or committee

chair may truncate repetitious or disruptive comments.
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