
Proposal to the Senate Educational Policy Committee and the Council on Student Conduct 
Expectations and Accountability 

PROPOSAL TITLE: Revise Section 3-509 of the Student Code 

SPONSOR: Meghan Hazen, Registrar, Office of the Registrar 

CONTACT: Meghan Hazen, Registrar, Office of the Registrar 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: Proposed to revise 3-509 Students in Debt to the University to reflect 
current practice. 

JUSTIFICATION: Beginning in Fall, 2022, the university stopped withholding diplomas and official 
transcripts from students in debt to the university. The proposed revision to 3-509(b) in the 
Student Code updates the policy to reflect current practice. The proposed revision also updates 
language in part (a) to remove reference to the specific ($25) penalty imposed for returned 
checks. 

DESIRED EFFECTIVE TERM: Fall, 2026 

EP.26.099_FINAL
Approved by EP 02/02/2026



EP.26.099 
Page 2 of 2 

 

§ 3-509 Students in Debt to the University 
 

a. A $25 penalty commensurate with processing costs may be assessed to the student 
account for each check, paper or electronic, that is returned for non-sufficient funds or 
any other reason. In addition, the university may refuse to accept e-checks or personal 
checks as payment on a student account after two checks, paper or electronic and 
regardless of issuer, were posted to that account and then returned for any reason by 
the bank. Future payments to that student’s account must be made by money order, 
cashier’s check or credit card. Further penalties, including dismissal from the university, 
may be imposed on students who fail to bring their delinquent account current or 
attempt to defraud the university.  The University Bursar shall publicize to students the 
returned check policy, including the amounts of any penalties.  

b. A student who is in debt to the university at the end of any academic term shall not be 
permitted to register in the university again and shall not be entitled to receive the 
student’s diploma or an official statement or transcript of credits until the indebtedness 
has been paid or suitable arrangements for payment have been made unless there is a 
pending bankruptcy petition of the student seeking a discharge of all such indebtedness 
or all such indebtedness has been discharged. 

 
 




