
 
 

Proposal to the Senate Educational Policy Committee 
 

PROPOSAL TITLE: Transfer the Agricultural Communications Program and the Bachelors 
of Science Degree with a Major in Agricultural Communications from the College of 
Media to the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences 

 
SPONSOR: Lulu Rodriguez, Associate Professor and Director , Agricultural 

Communications Program, 333-0709, lulurod@illinois.edu 
 

COLLEGE CONTACT: Laurie Kramer, ACES Associate Dean for Academic Programs, 
333-3380, lfkramer@illinois.edu 

 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION: In July 2008, the Agricultural Communications (AGCM) 

Program and its major were reconfigured to become a joint program supported 
through a partnership between the Colleges of Media and ACES. The administrative 
home of the program was at that time detem1ined to be the College of Media. The 
current proposal seeks to continue the program and the joint sponsorship of the 
program, but seeks to move the administrative home of the program and its 
Bachelor's degree program to the College of ACES. An MOU detailing changes to 
the original 2008 MOU has been developed and approved by both colleges 
(Appendix A), as well as by the Interim Provost. Although the new MOU outlines 
minor logistica l changes to the administration of the program, no changes are 
being proposed as to the number of FTE allocated to the program, the physical 
location of the program, or the curriculum of the major. 

 
JUSTIFICATION: The College of ACES has long-standing experience in administering 

programs that are interdisciplinary in nature and that serve students and faculty 
from d ifferent colleges. For example, ACES is the administrat ive home of the 
highl y successful Division of Nutritional Sciences, the campus-wide Minor in 
Leadership Studies, and the i nterdi sciplinary Agricultural Education Program. 
Given this experience and capacity for coordinating cross-college academic 
programs, the Colleges of Media and ACES have agreed that students in the 
Agricultural Communicat ions Program wou ld be well served with a change in the 
administrative home of the program to ACES. Although the program is shared 
between the two colleges, students may only be counted once for campus reporting 
purposes and may only represent one college for the purpose of Senate 
representation. Change to the administrative home of the program will mean that 
enrolled students will be counted in and vote as representatives of the College of 
ACES and not Media. Attached to this proposal, as Append ix A, is the MOU 
regarding the Agricultural Communications Program 
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resources. The 2015 MOU outlines the number of appointments related 
to the AGCM Program, and this remains unchanged as a result of the 
relocation of the program. All % FTE of tenure-track lines in this 
program are already housed in the College of ACES. 

 
b. Please address the impact on course enrollment in other units and provide an 

explanation of discussions with representatives of those units. 
 

Outside of the Agricultural Communications Program, the primary units 
offering courses to students are the Departments of Journalism and 
Advertising in the College of Media that offer courses in the 
concentrations required of AGCM students. Because the program and its 
students will continue to be shared by both colleges, the units remain 
dedicated to providing all required courses. This is reiterated in the 
attached 2015 MOU, as are contingencies for how substantial growth 
will be handled, see page 2 of the MOU. 

 
c. Please address the impact on the University Library. 

 
The AGCM Program will continue to exist as a joint program and the 
numbers of students to be served are not expected to dramatically change. 
Thus, we expect no impact to the Library as a result of this proposal. 

 
d. Please address the impact on technology and space (e.g. computer use, 

laboratory use, equipment, etc.) 
 

The change of the administrative home of the AGCM Program will not 
impact technology or space needed. The AGCM Program is currently 
housed in Bevier Hall, and this will remain in this location, as noted in 
the 2015 MOU. Classroom space that is controlled by the Colleges of 
ACES and Media, including the computer lab in the ACES Library, will 
continue to be made available for the instruction of AGCM courses. 

 
DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE: Fall 2017 

 
STATEMENT FOR PROGRAMS OF STUDY CATALOG: The Programs of Study 
information for this program will not change as a result of this proposal, but maintenance and 
approval of the web pages will be transferred to the College of ACES. The current text is below. 

 
Dr. Lulu Rodriguez, Director 
274 Bevier Hall 
950 S. Goodwin Ave. 
PH: 217-300-1045 
academics.aces.illinois.edu/majors/agcom 
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SOCW 225 Intro Stat for Social Work  
STAT 100 Statistics (or its equivalent) 
Quantitative Reasoning II 
Select one from campus approved list. 3-4 
Natural Sciences and Technology 
Physical Science 
Select one from the following: 3-5 
ATMS 100 Introduction to Meteorology  
ATMS 120 Severe and Hazardous Weather  
ATMS 140 Climate and Global Change 
CHEM 102 
& CHEM 103 

General Chemistry I 
and General Chemistry Lab I 

ENVS 101 Introduction to Energy Sources  
ESE 117 The Oceans 
ESE 118 Natural Disasters 
GEOL 107 Physical Geology 
PHYS 101 College Physics: Mech & Heat 
Life Science 
Select one from the following: 3-4 
ANSC 207 Companion Animal Biology &Care  
ANTH 249 Evolution and Human Disease  
CPSC 112 Introduction to Crop Sciences 
CPSC 113 Environment, Agric, & Society 
FSHN 120 Contemporary Nutrition 
IB 103 Introduction to Plant Biology 
IB 105 Environmental Biology 
IB 107 Global Warming, Biofuels, Food 
IB 109 Insects and People 
MCB 100 
& MCB 101 

Introductory Microbiology 
and Intro Microbiology Laboratory 

Humanities and the Arts 
Select from campus approved list. 6 
Social and Behavioral Sciences 
PSYC 100 Intro Psych 4 
Select one course from:             3-4 
ACE 100 Agr Cons and Resource Econ 
PS 101 Intro to US Gov & Pol 
Agricultural Communications Required 

 

AGCM 110 Intro to Ag and Env Comm 3
AGCM 320 Public Information Campaigns 4
JOUR 200 Introduction to Journalism 3
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Select two of the following: 6-7 
AGCM 220 Communicating Agriculture 
AGCM 270 Ag Sales and Persuasive Communication  
AGCM 315 Emerging Media 
AGCM 330 Environmental Communications  
AGCM 398 Undergraduate Seminar 
AGCM 430 Comm in Env Social Movements 
Students must also complete the ACES Minor in Food and Environmental Systems 18 

COLLEGE OF MEDIA CONCENTRATION 
21- 
23 

Students must choose one of two concentrations: 
ADVERTISING 21 

 

Required courses:    

ADV 150 Introduction to Advertising 3
ADV 281 Advertising Research Methods 3 
ADV 283 Content, Contact, Connections 3 
ADV 284 Consumer Insight 3 
Choose three of the following: 
ADV 390 Content Creation  

ADV 409 Media Entrepreneurship  

ADV 460 Innovation in Advertising  

ADV 483 Audience Analysis  

JOURNALISM   23
Required courses:    

JOUR 210 Newsgathering Across Platforms 4 
JOUR 215 Multimedia Reporting 4 
JOUR 311 Media Law 3 
Choose three of the following: 
JOUR 315 Adv Public Affairs Reporting 
JOUR 320 News Editing 
JOUR 425 Multimedia Editing and Design  
JOUR 335 Audio Journalism 
JOUR 340 Video Reporting & Storytelling  
JOUR 445 Video Storytelling 2-Producing 

 
 
Total Hours                   126 
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