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COLLEGE CONTACT:
BRIEF DESCRIPTION

As part of its General Education curriculum, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
requires all undergraduates to complete one course designated as “Western culture” and either a
“non-Western culture” or a “U.S. minority culture” course. Given the multicultural, multiracial
nature of U.S. society, as well as the race relations/diversity climate on campus and in society at
large, CORE firmly believes that all undergraduate students at the university need to take a U.S.
minority culture course as a requirement for graduation. We thus propose that the Senate of the
Urbana-Champaign Campus change the Cultural Studies General Education requirements so that
students have to take both a non-Western culture and a U.S. minority culture course. This
proposal, which has been endorsed by the General Education Board and the Senate Committee
on Equal Opportunity and Inclusion, would become effective for students entering the university
in Fall 2018. This revised proposal reflects CORE’s ongoing discussions with the Provost’s
Office and various campus entities and individuals, and conclusions drawn from these
discussions.

A full justification for the proposed change, as well as other details, can be found in the
non-binding appendices to the proposal.

PROPOSED MAIN MOTION

Be it Resolved that the Senate of the Urbana-Champaign Campus:

Proposal revised April 2016
Transmitted to the Education Policy Committee of the Faculty Senate on April 13, 2016
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1. Amend EP.89.09 as follows (text to be deleted is marked as strikeout-text; text to be
inserted is underlined with a solid line):

Cultural Studies
FEach student will obtain credit for #£we—three courses
approved for satisfaction of the Cultural Studies
requirement. One of these courses must be approved and
designated as concentrating on Western culture, ane—
one on eithernon-Western culture erAmeriecan——sub
egttures apdminority—egreoups—and one on U.S. minority
culture.

These courses may fulfill other curricular requirements
(e.g., in the major, or in one of the other General
Education categories B
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These changes shall apply to baccalaureate degree programs with catalog terms of Fall
2018 and later.

2. Charge the General Education Board to review criteria for approval of courses
in all Cultural Studies categories and for courses to be approved in multiple General
Education categories, and to submit proposed changes to the Senate Educational Policy
Committee on or before December 31, 2016. The Board’s proposed criteria shall ensure
that courses approved for the U.S. minority culture category appropriately and
substantially address the experiences, conditions, and perspectives of U.S. racial minority
populations, and that courses focusing on other socially significant identities (for
example, sexuality, gender, religion, and disability) or broadly on diversity are
appropriate for this requirement as long as the experiences of U.S. racial minorities are
significant to these courses.

Charge the General Education Board to review disparities between EP.89.09 as
amended here and GB.91.02 on one hand, and the campus implementation of General
Education as amended here on the other hand, and recommend further amendments or
revisions to those documents to the Senate Educational Policy Committee on or before
March 1, 2017.
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CLEARANCES: (Clearances should include signatures and dates of approval. These
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Appendix A:
Rationale for Requiring All Students to Take a U.S. Minority Culture Course

The proposed change to the General Education requirement, which involves students taking both
a non-Western culture and a U.S. minority culture course, is predicated on the idea that
undergraduates at the University of Illinois must develop an understanding of the life and culture
of U.S. racial minority populations if they are to function as responsible and ethical citizens in
our increasingly multicultural, multiracial society. The change is thus put forth in the spirit of
advancing the University’s goals of providing students with transformative learning experiences
and of promoting “Social Equality and Cultural Understanding,” one of the six themes in the
Visioning Future Excellence at Illinois Outcome Report (lllinois Office of the Chancellor, 2013).
It is also in line with the Provost’s Campus Conversation on Undergraduate Education, which
envisions that the Illinois student will have a “strong ethical orientation including respect for
difference, appreciation of cultural diversity, historical consciousness, responsibility for self and
care for others” (lllinois Office of the Provost 2014:3).

Importantly, CORE is not alone in calling for all students at Illinois to take a U.S. minority
culture course. Our work has deep roots in discussions of diversity at the University going back
many years. For example, in 2006-2007, almost ten years ago, the Chancellor’s Diversity
Initiatives Committee submitted its final report entitled “Project 2012—Transforming lllinois:
Re-envisioning Diversity and Inclusion.” Its purpose was to “provide recommendations to assist
Illinois during the course of the report’s five-year timetable in reaching the next level of
excellence in education, scholarship, and public engagement by creating and sustaining an
academic environment of diversity and inclusion, ultimately achieving national recognition as an
exemplar of these values” (Neville and Pefia-Mora 2007: 1). Among its recommendations under
“Goal 2: Increase Cultural Competence” was this: Require a 3 hour course on U.S. Minorities (as
part of the Cultural Studies General Education requirement). Today, the call for a U.S. minority
culture requirement for all students is echoed by such groups the Illinois Student Senate Sub-
Committee on Cultural, International, and Minority Student Affairs, which is composed of
students dedicated to dealing with issues related to cultural awareness, diversity, tolerance,
inclusivity, and discrimination. The “Racial Microaggressions @ the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign: Voices of Students of Color in the Classroom” report, which was release in
the spring 2015, also calls for all students to complete a General Education requirement focused
on race (Harwood et al. 2015). Finally, CORE has reached out to departments, colleges, student
groups, and associate deans. All have expressed the need for increased sensitivity about U.S.
racial/ethnic minorities in the classroom (See Appendix G for letters of support).

That there is need for students to be educated about U.S. racial and ethnic minority issues is clear
from recent national and local events. National events have been the focus of increasing
attention. We are all painfully aware of the shooting deaths of young Black people—men and
women—and the social turmoil and social movements these events have provoked, including the
surging #BlackLivesMatter movement. At Illinois, there are the continuing concerns regarding
“the chief” and, more recently in early April 2016, chalked messages in front of the
Latino/Latina Studies building which has intensified concerns about personal safety for people of
color on our campus.
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CORE believes that curricular reform can play an important role in dealing with such national
and local issues. Indeed, there is strong empirical evidence indicating that addressing U.S. racial
and ethnic diversity through the curriculum contributes to both individual growth and improving
campus climate. A report evaluating the ethnic studies requirement at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison found that the requirement has played an important role in bringing
awareness of diversity to the campus and improving student capacity to analyze inequalities
based on race. The report also notes that the requirement appears to have a positive impact on the
racial climate in the university: “students were more likely to think about ethnic diversity and the
experiences of those in a different ethnic group, more likely to talk to their friends about
diversity, more likely to seek information, and more likely to interact with people outside their
racial/ethnic group after taking” an ethnic studies course (Ralston 2002).

Studies of requirements at other universities have produced similarly positive results. An
analysis of Berkeley’s American Cultures (AC) requirement found that students in AC courses
that featured above-average levels of inequality content—that is, content that includes analyses
of structural racism and pays attention to the perspectives of historically marginalized
populations—developed positively in terms participation, openness to multiple perspectives,
active thinking, justice-orientation, and structural thinking about racial inequality (Gordon da
Cruz 2013). And a study of a diversity requirement at a public university in the Northeast found
that students who had completed their diversity course had reduced levels of racial prejudice
compared to students who had just started the course, with the former students having overall
more positive views of African Americans (Chang n.d.).

In general, courses focused on racial and ethnic minorities, particularly when they highlight
issues of power and inequality, have been associated with a number of positive learning
outcomes: improved attitudes about race (Chang n.d.; Brantmeier 2012; Neville et al. 2014);
openness to diverse viewpoints and a pluralistic orientation (Hurtado, Ruiz, and Whang 2012);
enhanced civic engagement and democratic participation (Gurin et al. 2004; Gordon da Cruz
2013); improved social agency and social action engagement (Nelson Laird et al. 2005);
heightened cognitive development (including critical thinking and disposition toward complex
thinking) (Nelson Laird 2005) and moral and affective development (greater tolerance, empathy,
and critical evaluation of stereotypes) (Engberg and Porter 2013). Importantly, these positive
learning outcomes translate into an improved campus climate with respect to racial and ethnic
difference (Hurtado et al. 2012).

In sum, CORE feels that students at Illinois must take a course focused on U.S. cultural
minorities in order to be able to function in our multiracial democracy. Such courses not only
help to produce students who are more open to multiple perspectives and empathetic toward
others, but also critical thinkers who engage in participatory citizenship. Together with other
initiatives underway on campus (Campus Conversation on Undergraduate Education, “LENS”
Diversity Certificate, the work of the Ethnic Studies and Women and Gender Studies units,
#BeingBlack@]Illinois, and so forth), we hope that having all undergraduates take a U.S.
minority course will serve as an instrument for developing a more open and empathetic
university community.
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Appendix B:
Procedural Background

EP.89.09 is the Senate action that created our current campus system of General Education
requirements. This action also created the General Education Board to oversee those
requirements. A change in General Education requirements is best enacted by either amending
(as here) or replacing EP.89.009.

From EP.89.09, the General Education Board’s charge includes developing and publishing
criteria for approval of courses in each category, soliciting proposals from academic departments
for General Education course offerings, and approving courses that meet published criteria.
These criteria are expressed in the Board’s document GB.91.02. The General Education Board
is thus the appropriate body to finalize criteria for certifying U.S. minority culture courses. This
should be done by amending or replacing GB.91.02. According to EP.89.09 these criteria
require approval of the Senate (via the Senate Committee on Educational Policy) and the
Provost.

The General Education requirements envisioned in EP.89.09 have never been fully implemented,
a situation that has existed since the first implementation of EP.89.09 in the early 1990s. In
2000, EPC recommended to the Senate a proposal (EP.00.06) to align General Education policy
with the current practice. The Senate debated that proposal and voted to table it. Drafting a
further revision of EP.89.09 to address this question would be an appropriate task for the General
Education Board. Given that the campus has operated for more than twenty years with this
disparity between General Education policy and practice, the sponsors believe that we could
make the timely changes proposed here, and encourage the General Education Board to consider
this policy/practice mismatch going forward.
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Appendix C:
Estimating Seat Demand, Current Capacity, and Additional Seats Needed

In order to ascertain the resources needed to implement the change in the Cultural Studies
General Education requirement, CORE, with the help of ATLAS (Applied Technologies for
Learning in the Arts & Sciences) and DMI (Division of Management Information), undertook an
analysis of seat demand for both non-Western courses and U.S. minority courses should the
change take place, current course capacity, and the number of additional seats that would be
needed to meet the future demand.

Estimating Demand

Should the new requirement be implemented, there will be three primary sources of demand, at
least initially, for Cultural Studies General Education classes: incoming freshmen, transfer
students, and continuing students. The demand from continuing students—that is, students under
the old requirement—will be temporary until they all graduate. In determining potential demand,
ATLAS and DMI made the following assumptions:

* Beginning Fall 2018, new undergraduate students will be required to obtain credit for one
U.S. minority culture class and one non-Western culture class at some point during their
undergraduate studies

» Estimated incoming freshmen class of 7,400

» Estimated incoming undergraduate transfer class of 1,300 (20% of which will transfer
courses to fulfill the Cultural Studies requirement)

» Continuing students will not be required to fulfill the new requirement, but a portion (see
next bullet) will end up taking either U.S. minority course or a non-Western culture under the
old requirement

» Continuing students will maintain the current 5-year average level of course registrations for
U.S. minority culture classes and non-Western culture classes (see Table C4)

» The new Cultural Studies General Education Requirement will be phased in over the course
of 4 years, with approximately 25% of a given freshman class taking a course in each of four
years of their studies and 50% of a given transfer class taking a course in each 2 years of
their studies. (see Table C4)

* The new requirement will be fully implemented by academic year 2021-22

Based on these assumptions, ATLAS and CORE estimate that once the new requirement is fully
implemented (in 2021-22) we will need, per year, 8,440 total seats in non-Western classes and
8,440 in U.S. minority courses. Until we reach that point, the number of seats will vary from year
to year (see Table C1).
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Table C1: Seat Projections

2018-19 19-20 20-21 21-22 22-23
Non-Western 9,330 8,598 8,494 8,440 8,440
U.S. Minority 4,642 6,032 7,226 8,440 8,440

Existing Capacity

There are an estimated 88 courses that currently fulfill the non-Western culture requirement. And
there are an estimated 66 courses that currently meet the General Education U.S. minority culture
requirement, 59 of which have been taught at least once during the last five years. The vast
majority of U.S. minority culture classes are taught every year and some every semester. To
determine existing capacity in both non-Western and U.S. minority culture courses, CORE asked
ATLAS to produce a report of the total number of seats offered for each requirement for each of
the past five years, including summer (see Table C2).

Table C2: Seats Capacity in Non-Western Culture Courses

2010-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15
Non-Western 10,829 11,069 11,505 11,500 11,649
U.S. Minority 3,922 4,247 4,021 3,817 4,043

On the basis of these figures, we estimate that, if the status quo remains, the course capacity in
Fall 2018 (the first year of the proposed Cultural Studies requirement) would be approximately
11,649 for non-Western culture classes and about 4,043 for U.S. minority culture classes.

Additional Seats Needed

The seat demand estimates and existing capacity numbers suggest that we currently have the
capacity for all students to take a non-Western culture course. Our current seat capacity is
11,649, while the seat demand would about 8,440 when the new requirement is fully
implemented. For the U.S. minority culture courses, we would need to build more seat capacity.
ATLAS and DMI estimate that we will need an additional 4,397 U.S. minority culture in order to
meet the estimated total demand of 8,840 seats when the requirement is fully implemented in
2012-22. The additional seats would be added gradually over the course of 4 years beginning in
Fall 2018 (see Table C3). No new seats would be need in 2022-23 or beyond.

Table C3: Additional Seats Needed

2018-19 19-20 20-21 21-22 22-23 Total
Non-Western 0 0 0 0 0 0
U.S. Minority 599 1,390 1,194 1,214 0 4,397
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Table C4: Gen Ed Seat Projection

Assumptions

Assumption for Entering Freshmen

Incoming class of 7400: 25% of students take the course in each of four years of their

studies
Seats

2018-2019 | 2019-2020 | 2020-2021 | 2021-2022 | 2022-2023
Entering (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp)
Fall 2018 Freshmen 1,850 1,850 1,850 1,850
Fall 2019 Freshmen 1,850 1,850 1,850 1,850
Fall 2020 Freshmen 1,850 1,850 1,850
Fall 2021 Freshmen 1,850 1,850
Fall 2022 Freshmen 1,850
Total 1,850 3,700 5,550 7,400 7,400
Non-Western seats for
freshmen 1,850 3,700 5,550 7,400 7,400
U.S. Minority seats for
freshmen 1,850 3,700 5,550 7,400 7,400

Assumption for Entering

Transfers

Incoming class of 1300: 20% transfer a course, and 40% take the course in each of two years of

their studies

Seats

2018-2019 | 2019-2020 | 2020-2021 | 2021-2022 | 2022-2023
Entering (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp)
Fall 2018 Transfers 520 520
Fall 2019 Transfers 520 520
Fall 2020 Transfers 520 520
Fall 2021 Transfers 520 520
Fall 2022 Transfers 520
Total 520 1,040 1,040 1,040 1,040
Non-Western seats for
transfers 520 1,040 1,040 1,040 1,040
U.S. Minority seats for
transfers 520 1,040 1,040 1,040 1,040
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Assumption for Continuing Students

(5-year) Average number of course registrations (by class) for Non-Western Culture and U.S.

minority culture

Seats
2018-2019 | 2019-2020 | 2020-2021 | 2021-2022 | 2022-2023
Continuing (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp)
Non-
Western
Sophomores | Culture 3,102
Non-
Western
Juniors Culture 1,954 1,954
Non-
Western
Seniors Culture 1,904 1,904 1,904
Non-
Western
Total Culture 6,960 3,858 1,904 -
u.S.
minority
Sophomores | culture 980
u.S.
minority
Juniors culture 656 656
u.S.
minority
Seniors culture 636 636 636
u.S.
minority
Total culture 2,272 1,292 636 -
Non-Western seats for
continuing 6,960 3,858 1,904 -
U.S. Minority seats for
continuing 2,272 1,292 636 -
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Seats

2020- 2022-

2018-2019 | 2019-2020 2021 2021-2022 2023
Total (Su,Fa,Sp) (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp) | (Su,Fa,Sp)
Total Non-
Western seats 9,330 8,598 8,494 8,440 8,440
Total U.S.
Minority seats 4,642 6,032 7,226 8,440 8,440
2014-2015 Non-Western
Capacity 11,649
2014-2015 U.S. Minority
Capacity 4,043
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Appendix D:
Meeting Anticipated Additional Seat Need

The successful implementation of the revised General Education Cultural Studies requirement
will necessitate increasing the number of seats in U.S. minority classes. This can be
accomplished by employing three tactics. The first tactic involves increasing the size of some
existing U.S. minority culture courses. A cursory look at the Illinois Course Catalog indicates
that there are at least 25 U.S. minority culture courses that have the potential to become larger
(see Table D1). These courses are generally introductory level courses, some of which are
offered at least two semesters per year. We note here that it would not be a good idea to increase
the size of all existing courses. Since students’ have different learning styles, CORE think it is
important to offer students a variety of options to choose from—ranging from large lecture
course to smaller seminars—in meeting the Cultural Studies General Education requirement.
Regardless of the size of the courses, it would be important for instructors to utilize active
pedagogies in their teaching. Courses that involve discussion, inter-group dialogue, and
community engagement have been shown to produce better outcomes when teaching about
sensitive topics such as race.

The second tactic involves departments submitting for approval to the General Education Board
courses that meet the requirements to be classified as U.S. minority culture courses but are not
currently certified. CORE has identified about 26 such courses (see Table D2). A majority of
these courses already meet other General Education Requirements (generally either Social &
Behavioral Sciences or Humanities & the Arts).

The third tactic that can be employed to increase seat capacity involves the creation of new U.S.
minority culture courses. The number of new courses needed will depend on how much the seat
capacity will be increased using the first two tactics. As discussed later, an implementation
committee will be responsible for helping determine the number of new courses needed.

CORE is fully confident that meeting the anticipated demand can be accomplished. There is very
strong support across campus for changing the Cultural Studies General Education requirement,
with many units indicating they are primed to meet the new demand. The units committed to
helping implement the new requirement include Asian American Studies, African American
Studies, Sociology, History, Psychology, English, Communication, Gender and Women’s
Studies, Political Science, Anthropology, Latina/Latino Studies, the School of Literatures,
Cultures, and Linguistics, the College of Education, the College of Media, and the School of
Social Work (See Appendix H for the list of letters of support).
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Table D1. General Education Courses ldentified for Growth

Course Number and Name

AAS 100: Intro Asian American Studies

AAS 120: Intro to Asian Am Pop Culture

AFRO 100: Intro to African American St

AFRO 101: Black America, 1619-Present

AFRO 103: Black Women in the Diaspora

AIS 101: Intro to Amer Indian Studies

ANTH 106: Hist Arch Americas

ANTH 160: Contemporary Social Issues

ENGL 259: Afro-American Literature |

ENGL 260: Afro-American Literature Il

ENGL 286: Asian American Literature

EPS 310: Race and Cultural Diversity

EPSY 202: Exploring Cultural Diversity

HIST 275: Afro-American History to 1877

HIST 276: Afro-American Hist Since 1877

HIST 277: Encounters in Native America

HIST 278: U.S. Native Americans Since 1850

HIST 281: Constructing Race in America

LLS 100: Intro Latina/Latino Studies

LLS 242: Intro to Latina/o Literature

LLS 250: Latina/os on the Bronze Screen

LLS 279: Mexican-American History

MACS 211: Intro to African-American Film

PS 201: U.S. Racial & Ethnic Politics

SOCW 300: Diversity: Identities & Issues
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Table D2. Potential General Education Cultural Studies Courses

Course Number and Name

AAS 250: Asian American Ethnic Groups

AAS 291: Hinduism in the United States

AFRO 226: Black Women Contemp U.S. Society

ANTH 241: Human Variation and Race

ANTH 259: Latina/o Cultures

ANTH 265: Ethnicity in the U.S.A

JOUR 250: Journalism Ethics & Diversity

LER 320: Gender, Race, Class and Work

LING 250: Language Diversity in the U.S.A

LLS 220: Mexican & Latin Am Migration

LLS 238: Latina/o Social Movements

LLS 240: Latina/o Popular Culture

LLS 265: Politics of Hip Hop

LLS 278: Mapping Latina/o Inequalities

MACS 375: Latina/o Media in the U.S.

PS 315: African American Politics

PS 316: Latina/Latino Politics

PS 317: Asian American Politics

PSYC 312: Psychology of Race & Ethnicity

RST 230: Leisure Services and Diversity

SOC 225: Race and Ethnicity

SPAN 232: Spanish in the Community

THEA 203: Theatre of Black Experience

UP 260: Social Inequality and Planning

UP 335: Cities and Immigrants
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Appendix E:
Budgetary and Staff Implication

The revision of the Cultural Studies General Education requirement may necessitate investing
resources in the form of funds to hire Teaching Assistants and a small number of additional
faculty.

Faculty Resources

We anticipate that there will be minimal faculty budgetary impact given that most of the demand
created by the new requirement can be met through existing courses. Discussions with deans,
department leaders, and faculty indicate that the new requirement can be implemented with the
current number of faculty and new faculty hired in ongoing hiring processes of the university.
Additional capacity will come from increasing enrollment in existing courses, proposing existing
courses for Gen Ed approval, and new courses that are already being developed by faculty,
including courses in the Ethnic Studies programs and in the new Grand Challenge Learning
initiative.

TA Support

The primary resource needed to successfully implement the revised requirement will be funds for
TA support and training. Given that courses on racial/ethnic minorities tend to deal with highly
sensitive topics, we do not generally recommend that such courses be strictly lecture based. For
larger classes, this means they will generally need to have discussion sections. We estimate that
we will need at most approximately 73 50% TAs in order to staff all U.S. minority courses. We
begin with the assumption that we need to create approximately 4,397 new seats in order to
implement the new requirement. If all of these students were to need sections, which are
generally capped at 30 students, we would need to form about 146 sections. Since 50% TAs
generally teach 2 sections, the campus would need 73 TAs.
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Appendix F:
Impact on Other Units and Facilities

This proposal should not negatively impact most units or programs on campus. The vast majority
of majors can easily incorporate the added General Education requirement. However, programs
with minimal flexibility in their degree requirements will need to find ways to incorporate the
new requirement. CORE has identified at least three ways this can be accomplished. First, most
programs on our campus require several hours of elective offerings. The existence of these
electives suggests that impacted programs have the room to allow for students to satisfy a U.S.
minority cultures course within the existing number of degree hours by substituting the U.S.
minority cultures requirement for one of the electives. Second, the General Education Board
allows classes to fulfill more than one General Education requirement. Students in programs with
less flexibility can be encouraged to take Cultural Studies General Education courses that also
fulfill another requirement. Currently, most Cultural Studies courses satisfy more than one
requirement. Third, the revision of the Cultural Studies requirement represents an opportunity for
departments on campus to reflect on the role of race and ethnicity in their curriculum. It is
conceivable that very specialized majors could develop courses on race and ethnicity that would
be central components of the major as well as fulfill the Cultural Studies General Education
requirement.

The proposal will also require Facility Management and Scheduling in the Office of the Registrar
to identify appropriate classrooms space for the additional courses and seats.
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Appendix G:
Implementation and Effective Desired Date

In order to provide sufficient time to scale up existing courses, for the General Education Board
to approve new courses, and for the colleges and the Provost’s Office to revise as necessary the
existing degree requirements to incorporate change to the Cultural Studies requirement, the
proposed implementation will be with the entering freshman and transfer class of Fall 2018. To
ensure an effective rollout, colleges can propose to stagger implementation as one option among
a range of options to ensure the successful implementation this proposed Gen Ed revision.

The General Education Board will have responsibility for developing guidelines for classes
under this proposal and for assessing both existing and new courses that could be certified for
meeting General Education requirements, as is now the case. One implementation issue of note
relates to “double counting,” a topic that has been the subject of many discussions. EP.89.09
states that Cultural Studies courses “may fulfill other curricular requirements (e.g., in the
major, or in one of the other General Education categories, but may not both be taken from
the same General Education category.” This statement does two things: 1) it allows Cultural
Studies courses to be certified in one or more additional General Education categories—*“double
counting”—and 2) it places a restriction on the combinations of such courses that students may
take. Let us address each of these items.

Our proposal leaves the policy on multiple certifications unchanged. Currently, a course is only
certified in multiple General Education categories when the General Education Board determines
that the course meets the criteria for all of the categories. Allowing multiple certifications is a
policy that respects the interconnected nature of culture, knowledge, and the human experience.
The ability to take these courses offers students flexibility in satisfying their degree
requirements, making it easier for them to pursue minors, take additional electives, or explore
other educational interests without prolonging their time to graduation or the cost of their
education. Thus, we support continuation of multiple certifications for courses where the
General Education Board judges that to be appropriate.

Our proposal removes the restriction on which combinations of these courses students may use to
fulfill their General Education requirements. This restriction is an aspect of our General
Education scheme that has never been implemented, and we have not been able to recover the
original rationale behind its inclusion in the policy. Students have also asked for it to be
eliminated. Removing the restriction would maintain flexibility in the way students complete
their General Education requirements, hence this is what we recommend.

As a result of broad consultations across the campus, the General Education Board adopted as
one of its recommendations that the Provost and Board establish an augmented process for
overseeing administrative aspects the implementation of the new requirement. The process
should include at least one representative from each college as well as faculty with scholarly
expertise in this area. This process would assist in developing a detailed implementation plan,
working with departments and colleges to develop and offer additional courses, and
recommending ways that departments can incorporate other dimensions of diversity into
race/ethnicity classes.
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Appendix H:
Letters of Support

Colleges and Division of General Studies

College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, September 28, 2015; Robert
Hauser, Dean; Laurie Kramer, Associate Dean

College of Applied Health Sciences, August 21, 2015; Tanya M. Gallagher, Dean

College of Business, September 22, 2015; Jeff Brown, Dean

College of Education, September 3, 2015; Mary Kalantzis, Dean

College of Engineering, October 2, 2015; Andreas C. Cangellaris, Dean

College of Fine and Applied Arts, August 28, 2015; Edward Feser, Dean

Division of General Studies, May 15, 2015; Daniel J. Tuner, Director

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, September 9, 2015; Brian Ross, Executive Associate Dean

College of Media, September 3, 2015; Jan Slater, Dean

School of Social Work, May 6, 2015; Wynne S. Korr, Dean and Professor

Academic Departments

African American Studies, April 13, 2015; Ronald Bailey, Professor and Head

Anthropology, April 13, 2015; Andrew Orta, Professor and Head

Asian American Studies, March 31, 2015; Soo Ah Kwon, Associate Professor and Interim Head

Communication, April 6, 2015; John P. Caughlin, Professor and Acting Head

Educational Psychology, March 27, 2015; Daniel Morrow, Professor and Chair

English, March 30, 2015; Michael Rothberg, Professor and Head

Gender and Women Studies; April 11, 2015; Stephanie Foote, Professor and Chair

History, March 25, 2015; Diane Koenker, Professor and Chair; John Randolph Associate
Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies

Latina/Latino Studies, April 21, 2015; Jonathan Xavier Inda, Chair and Associate Professor

Political Science, March 30, 2015; William Bernhard, Professor and Head

Psychology, March 19, 2015; David E. Irwin, Professor and Head

Recreation, Sport and Tourism, March 19, 2015; Laurence Chalip, Head

School of Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics, April 10, 2015; Jean-Phillipe Mathy, Professsor
and Director

Sociology, April 1, 2015; Antoinete Burton, Interim Head

Campus Leadership

Chancellor Phyllis Wise and Provost llesanmi Adesida, May 14, 2015

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, April 30, 2015; C. Renee Romano

Enhancing Diversity, Guiding Excellence, May 13, 2015; Wendy Heller, Professor and Provost
Fellow; James Anderson, Professor and Chair of EDGE Committee; Sandra Rodriguez-
Zas, Professor, and Steve Zimmerman, Professor

Native American House Advisory Board, September 22, 2015; Brenda Farnell, Chair Native
American House Advisory Board Committee and Professor of Anthropology and Native
American Studies

Senate Committee on Equal Opportunity and Inclusion, September 17, 2016; Kathryn Oberdeck,
Chair

Steven C. Zimmerman, Roger Adams Professor of Chemistry, May 12, 2015
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Students

African American Studies Scholars Cultural Committee, May 1, 2015

Asian Pacific American Coalition, March 30, 2015

Central Black Student Union, September 18, 2015

Native American and Indigenous Student Organization (NAISO), April 20, 2015
Requirement of both U.S. and Minority and Non-Western GenEd Petition
Students in AFRO 100 Intro to the African American Experience, May 10, 2015
La Casa Advisory Board, February 25, 2016

Graduate Employees Organization (GEO), April 2016

As an illustration of the serious attention which has been devoted to this discussion, we are
including the text of the letter from the Senate Committee on Equal Opportunity and Inclusion
(EQ), September 17, 2016, Kathryn Oberdeck, Chair. CORE’s discussion with the EQ
committee and the position it offered regarding the importance of addressing other socially
significant identities was especially important for developing CORE’s position on this set of
concerns: “The language of the proposal should acknowledge the breadth of diversity to which
UIUC curriculum needs to aspire, and recommend ways of incorporating intersections of the
ethnic and racial dimensions of diversity and inequality on which it focuses with such additional
dimensions of diversity as gender, disability, sexual orientation, class, religion, nationality,
citizenship, etc.” The full text is included below with all of the letters listed above.
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UNIVERSITY OF [LLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

September 28, 2015

College of Agricultural, Consumer
and Environmental Sciences

Office of the Dean

227 Mumford Hall, MC-710
1301 West Gregory Drive
LUrbana, IL 61801-3605

To: Menah Pratt-Clarke, Associate Chancellor/Associate Provost

From: Robert Hauser, Deanff2
Laurie Kramer, Associate Dean

Re: CORE Proposal

Thank you for this opportunity to provide support on the proposal advanced by the CORE committee to
include coursework on US Minority Cultures as an additional general education requirement.

The College of ACES is firmly committed to diversity education and appreciates the education of
students about US Minority Cultures. We support the CORE committee’s proposal to ensure that all
Illinois students take a general education course that educates them about US Minority Cultures.

We do have some reservations about the proposal as it is currently configured and we offer the
following thoughts, in the spirit of advancing our mutual goals:

ACES faculty are dedicated to educating students about ALL forms of diversity. Therefore, we
encourage the CORE committee and the General Education Board to consider broadening the
scope of US Minorities to include courses that focus on all forms of minority status. For example,
in addition to dimensions of diversity based on race and ethnicity, we wish to also include
coursework that center on disability status, sexuality (sexual preferences and identity), religion,
among others. These dimensions of diversity represent critical issues for US society and we feel
that our students should also have direct access to research, theory, and/or policy-related
writings on these topics. ACES faculty members feel strongly that if we proceed as is, we would
be missing a critical opportunity to educate students about these dimensions.

We understand that the most recent version of the Gen Ed Proposal now states: “Classes that
focus on other socially significant identities differences (for example, sexuality, gender, religion,
and disability) or broadly on diversity would be appropriate for this requirement as long as the
experiences of US racial minorities are central to these courses.” We appreciate this revision to
the proposal, but maintain that courses that focus squarely on these other significant minacrity
groups are critical to the understanding US Minority Cultures, even if they do not “intersect”
with racial and ethnic dimensions of diversity.

- Several of our bachelor’s degree programs are very tight, leaving very little room for students to
take electives, let alone additional required courses. Therefore, the requirement to take an
additional Gen Ed course could be a hardship and delay graduation for some of our students.
We hope that, if approved, a very generous stance towards the approval of courses that meet

telephone 217-333-0460 « fax 217-244-2911 + ennil aces@illinois.edu
wrl http:/ /www.aces.illinocis.edu



multiple general education requirements (i.e., “double dipping”) is adopted by campus. We do
note that in some majors, students are asked to fulfill some general education requirements
with particular courses; in these cases if may not be possible for students to use a single course
to meet two general education requirements, necessitating additional coursework.

Again, we are grateful to you and the CORE committee for advancing our campus’ approach to
strengthening diversity education at Illinois. We support the spirit of this innovative proposal.



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

College of Applied Health Sciences
Dean’s Office

1206 South Fourth Street

110 Huff Hall

Champaign, 1L 61820

August 21, 2015
Faculty Senate Education Policy Committee:

| am writing to share my support for the proposal from CORE to change the current General Education
requirement from either a non-Western course or a US minority course to requiring both a non-western
and a US minority course. This is an important modification that is responsive to the growing needs of
our students to extend their understanding and respect for backgrounds different from their own. This
is consistent with the long-standing goal of General Education requirements to prepare our students to
be leading citizens of our communities, workplaces, and the increasingly shrinking world.

If there are concerns that this increase in the General Education requirements could reduce the number
of discipline-specific courses students may take, an alternative could be to incorporate this information
into existing courses. That flexibility is an important aspect of the proposal. As a college that works to
integrate students with disabilities fully into campus life, we are keenly aware of the need to extend
students’ comfort levels with relating to those who are different from themselves. Individuals with
disabilities are an often marginalized minority that our campus has a particular responsibility to address

given our storied history.

As Dean of the College of Applied Health Sciences | want to communicate our full support for the
proposal before you. We hope that it will be approved.

Best regards,

s T

L% -
e =

Tanya M. Gallagher, Ph.D.
Dean
Timothy J. Nugent Professor in Rehabilitation Research

Kinesiology and Commumnity Health » Recreation, Sport and Tourism « Speech and Hearing Seience = Interdisciplinary Degree Program in Health « Disabilit:
Resources and Edweational Services » Center on Health, Aging, and Disability » Chez Family Foundation Center for Wounded Veterans in Higher Education
Telephone 217-333-2131 » fax 217-333-0404 « 1] www.ahs.illinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOILS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAICGN

College of Business

»of the Dean

Date: September 22, 2015

To: Menah Pratt-Clarke, 1D, PhD, Associate Chancellor for Strategic Affairs, and Associate
Provost for Diversity

From: Jeff Brown, Josef and Margot Lakonishok Professor in Business and Dean, and William

e e— Y
o | )

G. Karnes Professor of Finance, College of Business \/'\::_7 ’7/(._,"""\//
&

Re: US Minority Culture Proposal for General Education

Thank you and your colleagues for visiting and discussing the general education proposal with
me. Per our conversation, and after reviewing the recent document that you sent, I certainly lend
my support for this change to the general education requirement.

As the proposal notes, in our multicultural, multi-racial society, it is important for all students to
be better prepared to understand and respect differences and be able to more effectively live and
work in today’s world.

Regarding the impact on our students in the College, the additional three credit requirement will
not significantly impact our students’ progress toward graduation, and it will enhance the
students’ overall preparation and education,

As we discussed, the College of Business would like to see a robust implementation plan to
cnsure the student experience is positive. The proposal requires more than doubling the number
of seats needed and this requires thoughtful planning,

An example of an important implementation topic includes: how will the likely pattern of student
utilization of gen ed. requirements (i.c., a preference for 100 level) impact the scheduling and
availability of offerings? It is very likely the utilization may increase the total needed seats, as
not all courses will have 100% utilization. Questions like this and others related to the student
experience in access, use, and delivery will affect the success of this change to the general
education curriculum and the goals for greater understanding and respect.

Thank you for your efforts on this proposal!

telephone 217-333-2747 + fax 217-244-3118 « email BUSdean@uiuc.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Dean

College of Education

110 Education Building, MC-70s
1310 South Sixth Stree:
Champaign, [L 61826-6990

September 3, 2015

Committee on Race and Ethnicity

C/O Dr. Menah Pratt-Clarke

Associate Provost for Diversity

315 Swanlund Administration Building
MC - 304

Dear Committee on Race and Ethnicity,

The College of Education enthusiastically supports the CORE proposal to change the General
Education Cultural Studies requirement to require both a non-Western and a U.S. minority
culture course. We have several courses that could be considered as meeting this general
education requirement including EPS 310 Race and Cultural Diversity, EPS 380 Education and
Social Justice, EPS 402 Asian American Education, EPSY 202 Exploring Cultural Diversity,
EDUC 201 Identity and Difference in Education, and EDUC 202 Social Justice in Schools and
Society (an advanced composition/humanities course). Some of these also meet our Elementary
Education students’ foundational requirement for their degree, and for three of our five
undergraduate majors would easily be implementable.

With the most diverse faculty of any college on the Urbana campus, we strongly support your
efforts to help educate our students become effective members of a multi-cultural society and to

foster cultural understanding and sensitivity.

Please let us know if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely,

Mary Kalantzis
Professor and Dean

felephone 217-333-0960 « url http:/feducation.illinois.cdu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

College of Engineering j

Office of the Dean

306 Engineering Hall. MC-266 e
1308 West Green Street n
Urbana. 11. 61801

217-333-2150

October 2, 2015

UIUC Faculty Senate Educational Policy Committee

Re: Proposal from the CORE Committee to add an additional course to the Campus
General Education requirements

Dear UIUC Faculty Senate Educational Policy Committee,

The College of Engineering is supportive of the idea to provide students with greater exposure to
issues relevant to underrepresented racial and ethnic groups in the United States. We believe that
engineering students would benefit greatly from the opportunity to learn more about the history,
culture and challenges faced by underrepresented minority groups. We are also mindful of the fact
that an additional gen ed requirement may increase the time-to-degree for some of our

students. We are therefore in favor of adding an additional General Education requirement in U.S.
Minority Studies, provided that steps are taken to mitigate our time-to-degree concerns.

Sincerely,

4 - e
_’f_._.—-’ =

Andreas C. Cangellaris
Dean



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

College of Fine and Applied Arts

Office of the Dean

100 Architecture Building

608 East Lorado Taft Drive
Champaign, lHlinois 61820

28 August 2015

Menah Pratt-Clarke

Associate Chancellor for Strategic Affairs
Associate Provost for Diversity

315 Swanlund Administration Building, MC 304
601 East John Street

Champaign, Illinois 61820

Dear Associate Chancellor Pratt-Clarke,

I am writing in endorsement of the Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s proposal to the Senate Educational
Policy Committee to change the Gen Ed Cultural Studies requirement so that students must take both a US
minority culture and a non-western culture course. It is important that all of our undergraduates develop
an understanding of the life and culture of US racial minority populations if they are to succeed on the
diverse Illinois campus and later as citizens of a multicultural society.

Itis true that FAA students have comparatively few general elective hours available to them because of
heavy curriculum/accreditation demands in the arts. However, we're aware that remedies to that
problem exist, including creating a new or modified course to satisfy both a major requirement and the US
minority culture requirement or making appropriate use of courses that satisfy multiple general
education requirements, thereby avoiding a net increase in general education courses required.

The College of Fine and Applied Arts plans to investigate opportunities for our faculty to create new
courses that address diversity and inclusion. In addition we will explore opportunities for increasing the
size and availability of US minority culture courses currently offered by the college.

Sincerely,

=’

Edward Feser
Professor and Dean

telephone 217.333.1660 o fox 217.244 8381



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Division of General Studies

807 South Wright Street
Illini Union Bookstore Building, Floor 5
Champaign, lllinois 61820

May 15, 2015

Ronald Bailey and Mercedes Ramirez Fernandez, Committee Co-Chairs
Jonathan Inda, Chair, Subcommittee on Curriculum and Diversity
Committee on Race and Ethnicity

Dear Ron, Mercedes, and Jonathan:

I write to express the support of the Division of General Studies (DGS) for the proposed changes
to the Cultural Studies General Education requirement to ensure students successfully
complete both a Non-Western Culture Course and a US Minority Culture Course.

The evidence is clear that only 20% of undergraduates complete a US Minority Course to satisfy
the current Cultural Studies requirement. DGS wholeheartedly supports the mission of
Inclusive lilinois of “cultivating a community at lllinois where everyone is welcomed, celebrated,
and respected.” We feel that requiring students to complete both the US Minority Course and
a Non-Western Culture Course will assist in educating our undergraduates about the
significance of diversity and inclusion and foster a welcoming environment at lllinois and
beyond.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Turner, Ph.D.
Director — Division of General Studies
diturner@illinois.edu

phone 217-333-4710 ¢ fax 217-244-4851 ¢ www.dgs.illinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Dean
College of Liberal Aris and Sciences
18467

2090 Lincoln Hall
702 South Wright Street
Urbana, IL 61801-3631

September 9, 2015

Jonathan Inda, Chair, Subcommittee on Curriculum and Diversity
Committee on Race and Ethnicity
Office of the Chancellor

Dear Jonathan:

I am pleased to provide this letter of support to the Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE) as
you seek to revise the campus General Education Cultural Studies requirement. The change you
propose would require all Illinois students to take a course in Non-Western Cultures and a course
in US Minority Cultures, rather than a single course chosen from either subcategory.

Here in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, we support the stated objectives for this
proposed change, especially the preparation of students “to be engaged citizens and leaders who
can function responsibly, ethically, and respectfully in a racially and ethnically diverse society.”
We want LAS graduates to be prepared for a lifetime of discovery about themselves and other
people, so gaining this kind of cultural competence while they are students is key.

As you know, LAS has considerable strength in terms of the number of courses and faculty in the
area of US Minority Cultures. We believe that our faculty can play a leadership role in
developing new courses that can satisfy the proposed requirement, and are committed to working
with you and others to ensure a sufficient number of course seats in this category.

Sincerely,

Brian Ross
Executive Associate Dean

telephone 217-333-1350 » fax 217-333-9142



UNIVERSITY OF [LLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Dean

College of Media

119 Gregory Hall, MC-462
810 South Wright Street
Urbana, IL 61801

September 3, 2015

Menah Pratt-Clarke, |D, Ph.D.

Associate Chancellor for Strategic Affairs
Associate Provost for Diversity

315 Swanlund Administration Building
MC-304

Dear Associate Chancellor Pratt-Clarke:

I write in response to your request of August 19t soliciting decanal support for the
CORE recommendation that campus adopt the proposal to alter the Cultural Studies
General Education requirement so that students are required to take both a non-western
culture class and a US minority culture class. The College of Media feels that this is an
exciting proposal, which will impact the growth and development of all of our students as
citizens in an increasingly diverse democratic society. We in media are all aware of the
cultural, economic, and social issues across the US and on campus that make this initiative a
high priority, particularly for the future generations of media leadership.

[ have no concerns that the implementation of this proposal and the resulting
expansion of the general education requirements will adversely impact the degree progress
for College of Media majors. The intrinsic flexibility of our core and elective requirements
should allow for the completion of the proposed required US minority culture class without
any structural changes to Media’s programs of study. Indeed, we look forward to adapting
existing Media classes and creating new classes that we would like to propose as general

education courses in this specific category.

Additionally, it is our hope that we might look at diversity even more inclusively
with an eye towards expanding the issues and topics that US minority cultures one day
might cover in the areas of social differences based on gender, religion, sexuality, and

ability status.

I look forward working with campus to effect this proposal and to ensure that we
all can move forward in realizing this wonderful opportunity we have to enhance the
educational experiences that all our students can share.

Sincerely,

telephore 217-333-2350 ¢ fax 217-333-9882 ¢ web www.media.illinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF TLLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

School of Social Waork

OMfiee of the Dean

1 Yiomt Nevada

May 6, 2015

Dr, Mercedes Ramirez Fernandez

Interim Assistant Chancellor/Assistant Provost for Student Diversity
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

307 Swanlund Administration Building

601 East John Street; M/C 304

Champaign. IL 61820

Dear Dr. Ramirez Fernandez;

This is a letter of support for the proposed change of the General Education Cultural
Studies Requirement. The proposal requires that students must take both a US minority culture
and a non-Western culture course where as currently they can take one or the other. We firmly
believe that all undergraduate students at Illinois need to take a US minority culture course as a
requirement for graduation. There is considerable evidence that such courses would positively
impact student attitudes about race, multicultural perspectives, openness to diverse points of
view, civic engagement, democratic participation, social engagement, cognitive development,
and moral and affective development.

The School of Social Work offers two courses that are approved US Minority courses:
SOCW 297 Asian American Families in American and SOCW 300 Diversity: Identities and
Issues. The courses also fulfill Advanced Composition general education requirements. SOCW
297 and SOCW 300 are very popular and are available to majors and non-majors. We are
willing and interested in working with the Provost Office to increase seat capacity in both
courses. We are also interested in developing new course(s) to meet US Minority Cultures
course requirements.

Sincerely,

. Z-{" Jr r/
\-“vl-_'f/'l///j‘ K&t:v/ /Lﬁf}/‘?

J
Wynne S. Korr
Dean and Professor

CC: B. Lindsey

felephorie 217 - 333-2200 « fox 217-244-4499



ILLINOTIS

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

April 13, 2015

Professor Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair
Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair, Department of Latino/a Studies

Dear Jonathan:

It is my pleasure to write this letter signaling the full and enthusiastic support of the Department
of African American Studies for CORE’s proposed changes to the General Education
requirement regarding Cultural Studies. One of the reasons I have been so active in the
discussions of this issue is that it was a mandate from this Department reiterated in each of the
three years | have served as Head.

There is no need for me to reiterate the reasons why we think this proposal is important. As
someone who teaches introductory and advanced course on the African American experience, |
see the positive impact that such discussions can have on our students. And I generally ask
students to comment on the value of such courses in some of the assignments during the semester
and in my end-of-year assessments. The “a-ha” moments that they reveal when they connect the
dots involving issues from their majors or from their lives to issues that resonate in the African
American experience are often very profound. The proposal that CORE has developed and that
is broadly supported across campus would provide more such opportunities for these kind of
discoveries, and the refinement of critical thinking skills that often go along with them.

Because of my involvement with CORE and on the Conversation on Undergraduate Education, |
see many opportunities for African American Studies and other departments to contribute to
increasing the number of General Education courses which satisfy the cultural studies
requirement. We are reviewing our curriculum in order to increase our enrollment in existing
courses, to prepare proposals to the General Education Board to certify courses which are offered
but have not been submitted for their certification, and to develop new courses. I am particularly
excited about new interdisciplinary offerings such as the proposed course one of our new
professors is developing on health disparities which we hope will be a part of the new I-Health
major in Applied Health Sciences, and one of the courses in the “health and wellness™ grand
challenge general education track.

We look forward to the success of your proposal, and continued collaboration wit CORE and our
colleagues across the University.

Sincerely,

Ronald W. Bailey, Ph.D.
Head, Department of African American Studies



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOI1S
AT URBANA-CIHAMPAIGN

Department of Anthropology
College of Liberal Arts and Scicnees
109 Davenport Hall. MC-148

607 South Mathews Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

April 13, 2015

Professors Ronald Bailey and Jonathan Inda
Curriculum Subcommittee Co-Chairs
Committee on Race and Ethnicity

Dear Ron and Jonathan,

I am writing on behalf of the Department of Anthropology to express our strong support for your
subcommittee’s proposal regarding the Cultural Studies component of our campus General
Education requirements. Specifically, we endorse your recommendation that University of
[llinois students be required to take both a course focused on a “non-Western culture” and a
course focused on “US minority culture.”

The curriculum of our department comprises courses with emphases on each of these themes and
we recognize that that exposure to each sort of content contributes differently to the general
education of our students. They are certainly not interchangeable, as our current requirement
would seem to imply. We believe it will enhance our ability to fulfill our educational mission as
a campus when our students are expected to develop a familiarity with sociocultural diversity
considered on an international or global scale as well as the very particular situations of
sociocultural diversity and the experiences of minority cultures within the US national context.

The Department of Anthropology is committed to staffing existing courses that fulfill both
General Education specializations, and our faculty are involved in the development of new
courses that will enhance our campus’ curricular offerings focused on US minority cultures and
non-Western cultures. For these reasons we can both endorse the changes proposed by your
committee and commit to helping to bring about this enrichment of our undergraduate teaching
1M1SS101.

If I can provide you with any additional information about our support for this recommendation,
please let me know.

Sincerely,
,q/:_/ P

/ %

Andrew Orta

Professor and Head



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CITAMPAIGN

Asian American Studies Department

1208 West Nevada Street, MC-142
Urbana, IL 61801-3818

March 31, 2015
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to support changing the Cultural Studies General Education requirement so that
undergraduate students will have to take both a non-Western culture and a US minority culture
course. The Department of Asian American Studies (AAS) is in full support of the Chancellor’s
and Provost’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s (CORE) efforts to effect this change.

Requiring students to take a course on “US minority culture” will enhance the

Mission of the Illinois Strategic Plan and the mandate “to enhance the lives of citizens in Illinois,
across the nation and around the world through our leadership in learning, discovery,
engagement and economic development.” The US minority culture requirement is in lines with
the mission of the Department of AAS to expand the traditions of knowledge within academia to
address Asian American epistemologies, activities, and experiences. The Department of AAS
offers courses that centrally address the experiences of U.S. ethnic groups and comparative racial
analysis, which provides undergraduate students with opportunities to develop critical skills of
advanced composition, reasoning, and analytical thought.

The Department of AAS already offers 18 department owned and cross-listed courses that fulfill
the US Minority Cultures requirement. Furthermore, the Department is readily equipped to
expand its course offerings if this change is approved. For instance, we can increase enrollment in
key courses that already fulfill the US Minority Cultures requirement. One such course is AAS
100: Introduction to Asian American Studies. Additionally, AAS can submit courses that are
regularly offered but are not certified as US Minority Cultures as well as develop additional
courses to meet this requirement. Yet we would ask that with such expansion, resources be
committed by the University to fund Teaching Assistants for additional discussion sections. We
feel that smaller discussion sessions are essential in promoting greater social and mutual
understanding for students on issues of race and ethnicity, diversity, and democracy that are
addressed in our courses. Students often find these topics difficult to unpack on their own in large
lecture course and small discussion classes are essential to this endeavor.

Sincerely,

S/

Soo Ah Kwon
Head and Associate Professor, Department of Asian American Studies

telephone 217-244-9530 « fax 217-265-6235 » url www.asianam.illinois.ecu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Communication

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences ||[
3001 Lincoln Hall Y T%]
702 South Wright Street

Urbana, IL 61801

April 6, 2015

Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair, Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair and Associate Professor

Department of Latina/Latino Studies

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

1207 W. Oregon Street, M/C 136

Urbana, IL. 61801

Dear Professor Inda:

With concurring support from the Department of Communication Advisory Committee, [ write
in support of the changes to the General Education requirements proposed by the Chancellor’s
and Provost’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s (CORE’s) curriculum subcommittee. We
agree with the central argument that there is a need for Illinois students to experience increased
opportunities to learn about diversity in the United States, including about experiences of
underrepresented minorities.

The proposal notes that there currently are not enough seats to allow all students to take a US
minority culture course. Our department is willing and able to help fill that need; for example,
the course we regularly teach on Race and the Media is not yet listed as meeting the General
Education requirements, but we believe it would be eligible.

In short, the proposed changes to the General Education requirements would enhance and
improve the undergraduate experience at Illinois, and the plan for making these changes seems
viable. If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

G ost

John P, Caughlin
Professor and Acting Head

telephone 217-333-2683 « fax 217-244-7981
communication,illinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Educational Psychology
College of Education
210 Education Building
1310 South Sixth Street
Champaign, IL 61820; Fax: 217-244-7620

March 27, 2015

Prof. Ronald W. Bailey, Chair, CORE
Head, Department of African American Studies

Dear Prof. Bailey,

I am writing to express the Department of Educational Psychology’s support for the goals behind the
Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s (CORE) proposal to change the General Education Cultural Studies
Requirement so that students take both a US minority culture and a non-Western culture course. One of
the benefits of attending the University of Illinois is to learn about and understand people from diverse
cultures and backgrounds. These experiences are vital for preparing students to become more effective
members of our multi-cultural society. Recent events at the local, state, and national level underline the
need for universities as well as other institutions to do more to promote cultural understanding. CORE’s
proposal regarding the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement will help to address this need.

While the department strongly supports the goals of the proposal, we also have several questions about
how the proposal can be effectively implemented. First, it is important that the additional General
Education requirement is implemented in a way that does not reduce students' flexibility in taking courses
that meet requirements for a wide variety of majors. Therefore, the set of courses that would satisfy the
requirement needs to be large and encompass a wide range of disciplinary content. Creatively designing
courses that integrate cultural themes with content from other disciplines would help address this issue.

Second, to the extent that meeting the additional requirement involves expanding course offerings, there
will also be a need for additional resources within departments, such as more teaching assistantships and
perhaps more faculty lines. This increased need would be a challenge given competing demands for
diminishing resources from the state and other sources.



Finally, the department fecls that we could help the campus meet the additional requirement if the
proposal is implemented. There is at least one existing course in our department (EPSY 202 Exploring
Cultural Diversity) that is directly relevant to the proposal about US minority culture courses,

I hope these questions are helpful in promoting discussion about how to move forward with the proposed
change in the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement.

Sincerely,

Daniel Morrow, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair, Department of Educational Psychology

E



™

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
Michael Rothberg, Head

(BEXWA| UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 608 South Wright Street
Urbana, Illincis 61801
phone: 2717-333-2390
fax: 217-3334321

email: mpr(@illinois.edn

March 30, 2015

To: Professor Jonathan Inda and Professor Ronald Bailey
Re: CORE General Education Proposal

[ am writing to give my strong support to the proposal of the Committee on Race and
Ethnicity to expand the General Education requirements in Cultural Studies to include
both a course on non-Western cultures and a course on US minority culture. As Head of
the Department of English, I believe that this proposal could have a significant, positive
impact on the undergraduate curriculum and the general climate of our campus. The
proposal accords well with my department’s commitment to offering a challenging and
diverse set of courses to our students that represents the full array of literary works
written in English both in the US and around the world.

Our department already offers a number of courses that could fulfill this new
requirement, but we are also ready to work with CORE and the General Education Board
to provide more seats for courses that would meet the new extension of this requirement
and to consider developing new courses that would meet the requirement. Indeed, in the
last year, we have hired a number of new faculty members who work specifically in the
area of US minority culture (with an emphasis on African American literature and
culture).

Please let me know if I can help further in making this proposal a reality.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Rothberg
Professor and Department Head



UNIVERSITY OF [LLINOIS

AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
Department of Gender & Women’s Studics
College of Liberal Nrts und Sciences

1205 W, Nevada
Urbana, H. 61801

April 11,2015
To Whom It May Concern:

Gender and Women’s Studies supports CORE’s proposal to revise the Gen Ed cultural studies
requirement so that students must take both a Non-Western course as well as a course in US
minority culture. Part of GWS’s intellectual mandate is to explore, analyze and challenge how
gender shapes people’s lives. Assumptions about gender difference saturate many aspects of
social and political life and create different forms of inequality in the workforce, in education, in
cultural production, in scientific research, as well as in resource allocation in both public and
private institutions. We train students to identify where and how inequalities are produced and
reproduced. Because gender assumptions manifest differently in various communities, in our
courses systematically incorporate analyses of how race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and physical
ability shape gender inequality. We are therefore fully committed to guiding students toward a
rigorous analysis of the central ideas behind the US minority culture Gen Ed requirement.

We do not yet know what kind of impact this will have on our course offerings, but we believe
that GWS offers a substantial number of classes that can meet this requirement, and the
department is eager to collaborate with other ethnic studies units to create introductory courses.
We also believe that this requirement will allow students on campus to see that collaborative
thinking and learning across disciplines is the hallmark of any sustained engagement with the
issues of diversity that underpin the new requirement.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Foote
Professor of English and Gender and Women’s Studies

Chair of Gender and Women's Studies
s-foote@illinois.edu

Telephone (2171 333-2990 Fax 217} 333-0157 » Ilrqa:,r";’\V\\-‘\l.‘.;_g\\v'::.illinnis.udu



UNIVERSITYOF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of History

College of Liberal Arvis and Sciences
309 Gregory Hall, MC-466

810 South Wright Street

Urbana. 11, 61801

March 25, 2015

Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair
Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair, Department of Latino/a Studies

Ronald W. Bailey, Chair, CORE Head
Department of African American Studies

Dear Professor Inda and Professor Bailey,

Having reviewed the three recommendations made by the CORE Curriculum Subcommittee, we
would like to write in strong support of their implementation. The Curriculum Subcommittee’s
report writes eloquently about the educational motivations behind the changes. Requiring
students to engage more broadly with our diverse world—through separating the Non-West and
US Minority requirements—as well as asking them to do so earlier in their undergraduate career
will help our BA programs prepare our graduates for their future as both citizens and individuals,
and for life in the real world.

One concern that may arise in discussions of this initiative is whether we have the courses to
facilitate such requirements, without slowing down students’ time to degree. On this issue, we
would like to emphasize that the Department of History offers a wide variety of 100 and 200
level courses that currently support both the US Minority and Non-West requirements, accessible
to freshmen and sophomores. Some of these courses are smaller, lecture and discussion courses;
others of them have small discussion sections, led by TAs, to complement their lecture format.
As aresult, all of our courses also speak to the third of your recommendations, namely that
active, discussion based pedagogy (including civic engagement projects where possible) be
recommended for such courses.

In the Appendix below, we list our current gen ed certified 100 and 200 level courses, capable of
meeting the proposed requirements. We anticipate no problems in terms of seat capacity, and
should such problems occur, are willing to dedicate Department resources to their expansion.

We thank you very much for your thoughtful efforts on the CORE Curriculum initiatives, and
strongly support their implementation. Please contact us, should any questions arise about our

ability to support this new requirement, or any other issues.

We thank you for your attention.

telephone 217-333-1155 + Graduate Office 217-244-2591 « fax 217-3533-2297
url http/fwww. history.uiuc.edu



Sincerely,

Mo, © sk

Diane P. Koenker
Professor, Chair
Department of History

N

John Randolph

Associate Professor, Director of Undergraduate Studies
Department of History



[. Non-Western Cultures Gen Ed Certified History Courses
HIST 100 Global History credit: 3 hours.

HIST 105 Latin America to Independence credit: 3 hours.
HIST 106 Modern Latin America credit: 3 hours.

HIST 110 History of Africa credit: 3 hours.

HIST 120 East Asian Civilizations credit: 3 hours.

HIST 130 History of South Asia credit: 3 hours.

HIST 133 Intro to the World of Islam credit: 3 hours.

HIST 135 History of Islamic Middle East credit: 3 hours.
HIST 205 Latin American Hist: Primary Accounts credit: 3 hours.
HIST 211 History of Southern Africa credit: 3 hours.

HIST 220 Traditional China credit: 3 hours.

HIST 221 Modern China credit: 3 hours.

HIST 222 Chinese Thought Confucius to Mao credit: 3 hours.

HIST 227 Modern Japanese History credit: 3 hours.

I1. US Minority Culture(s) Gen Ed Certified Courses in History
HIST 174 Black America, 1619-Present credit; 3 hours.

HIST 275 Afro-American History to 1877 credit: 3 hours.

HIST 276 Afro-American Hist Since 1877 credit: 3 hours.

HIST 277 US Native Americans to 1850 credit: 3 hours.

HIST 278 US Native Americans Since 1850 credit: 3 hours.

HIST 279 Mexican-American History credit: 3 hours.

HIST 280 Caribbean Latina/o Migration credit: 3 hours.

HIST 281 Constructing Race in America credit: 3 hours.



HIST 283 Asian American History credit: 3 hours.
HIST 284 Af Am Urban Hist Since 1917 credit; 3 hours.
HIST 287 African-American Women credit: 3 hours.

HIST 288 American Indians of Illinois credit: 3 hours.



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

AT URBANA — CHAMPATGN

Department of Latina/Latino Studies
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

1207 W. Oregon Street, MC-136

Urbana, IL 61801-3716

April 21, 2015

Ron Bailey, Chair
Committee on Race and Ethnicity
University of [llinois, Urbana-Champaign

Dear Ron,

On behalf of the Department of Latina/Latino Studies, I would like to express our strong support for
CORE’s proposal to change the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement so that undergraduates
have to take both a US minority culture course and a non-Western culture class. Given campus and
national racial climate issues, LLS feels that it’s important for all students at Illinois to enroll in courses
dealing with the histories and experiences of racialized minorities in the United States.

Latina/Latino Studies can help meet the potential new demand for seats in a number of ways. First, we
can easily raise the cap on our introduction to Latina/Latino studies class, LIS 100. The class is taught
in both fall and spring semesters. Second, we have a number of courses that are currently not certified by
the General Education Board but that meet the US minority requirement. These classes include LIS 220
Mexican & Lat Am Migration, LLS 238 Latina/o Social Movements, LLS 240 Latina/o Popular Culture,
LLS 265 Politics of Hip Hop, and LLS 278 Mapping Latina/o Inequality. Finally, we would also be able
to develop new US minority culture courses.

If you would like more information about our support for CORE’s proposal, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

Sincerely,

ﬂ)@ndﬁ_
Jonathan Xavier Inda

Chair and Associate Professor
Department of Latina/Latino Studies

telephone 217-265-0370 « fax 217-244-4526



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Political Science

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
1407 W, Gregory Drive

420 David Kinley Hall

Urbana, IL 61801

March 30, 2015

Professor Jonathan Inda
Chair, Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s (CORE) Curriculum Subcommittee

Jonathan,

Thank you for sharing your subcommittee’s recommendation to modify the General Education
Cultural Studies requirement so that students have to take both a US minority culture and a non-
Western culture course. This is an exciting proposal which will broaden the perceptions of Illinois
students to consider alternative perspectives and experiences.

The Department of Political Science regularly offers PS 201/US Racial and Ethnic Politics, which
would significantly contribute to this initiative. We could modify this course to meet increased
demand in a number of ways, including offering more seats or creating specialized sections. The
Department also has a series of relevant courses at the 300-level, which we could be modified to
meet general education requirements:

PS 315/African American Politics

PS 316/Latina/Latino Politics

PS 317/Asian American Politics

PS 318/Interest Groups and Social Movements.

The Department wishes you success with this proposal. Please let me know if | can provide you with
any other information.

Professor and Head

telephone 217-333-3881 « fax 217-244-5712
url www.pol.illinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Psychology

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
603 East Daniel Street
Champaign, IL 61820

March 19, 2015

Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair, Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair, Department of Latino/a Studies

Ronald W. Bailey, Chair, CORE

Head, Department of African American Studies

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Dear Jonathan and Ron,

[ 'am writing to express support from the Psychology department for the
proposal to change the Cultural Studies General Education requirement so
that students will have to take both a non-Western culture and a UsS
minority culture course. Psychology currently teaches two courses (cross-
listed with African-American Studies) that would meet the minority
culture course requirement: PSYC 312 Psychology of Race & Ethnicity (also
AFRO 312) and PSYC 416 African American Psychology (which is our cross-list with
AFRO 411). Psychology would be happy to increase the size of both courses to
accommodate student needs.

Sincerely,

David E. Irwin
Professor and Head




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism

College of Applied Health Sciences
104 Huff Hall

1206 South Fourth Street
Champaign, IL 61820

March 19, 2015
TO: The Chancellor’s and Provost’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity

THROUGH:  Jonathan Xavier Inda
Ronald W, Bailey

FROM: Laurence Chalip
Head of Department

RE: Proposal to Change the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement

We have reviewed your proposal with great interest. Our Department feels strongly that cultural
understanding is a necessary cornerstone for any modern society, and that appreciation of diversity is a
pivotal value. We support those in a variety of ways, including participation in our College’s I-Leap
program, active recruitment of minority and international students, inclusion of matters having to do
with diversity and culture in the majority of our courses, and provision of classes specifically on those
matters (e.g., RST 230 Leisure Services and Diversity; RST 351 Cultural Aspects of Tourism).

Consequently, we fully support the proposed change to the current requirement such that students
would be required to take both a non-Western culture and a US minority culture course. Indeed, if that
proposal is approved, our Department will adapt its current offerings such that a course on the
construction of lifestyle is offered with reference to non-Western cultures and a separate course on the
construction of lifestyle in U.S. minority cultures is offered. We would offer these at the lower division
level, and we will make them available to students from throughout the university. In fact, our
Department is well placed for that undertaking insomuch as many of our faculty currently undertake
research on matters of diversity, and several have extensive anthropological training.

In short, the Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism fully supports this proposal, and commits to
doing all that it can to enable effective implementation.

telephone 217-333-4410 « fax 217-244-1935



UNIVERSITY

OF ILLINOIS

AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

School of Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics
Office of the Director

4088 Foreipn Languages Building, MO-171

707 South Mathews Avenue

Urbana, 1L 61801 -3a73

LisA

April 10, 2015

Professor Jonathan Xavier Inda

Chair, Department Latina/Latino Studies

Dear Jonathan,

The School of Literatures, Cultures, and Linguistics supports the CORE curriculum subcommittee’s
proposal to change the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement so that all undergraduate
students on our campus will have to take both a non-Western culture and a US minority culture course.
As a matter of fact, a faculty member in our School has recently proposed a Gen Ed course that would
focus on minorities in lllinois, with a special emphasis on the history of the languages and cultures of the

state’s native peoples, including the Myaamia-Peoria language.

Sincerely,

/ i
L e { ol
o I “’ -

Jean-Philippe

Jean-Philippe Mathy

Director, School of Literatures, Cultures, and Linguistics

teieplione 2172443252 fax 207- 2084530 « el slel@ llinois.edu - e fipedslcbillinois.edu



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Sociology
3120 Lincoln Hall

702 S. Wright St. M/C 454
Urbana, IL 61801-3621

April 1,2015
Dear Jonathan,

I write in response to your letter of March 18th soliciting support from Sociology for
the CORE recommendation that undergraduate students be required to take both a US
minority and a non-western culture course as part of the General Education Cultural
Studies requirement. I have discussed this proposal with our Advisory Committee and we
are enthusiastically in support of the proposal.

We currently have few courses that count as a US Minority Cultures gen ed, but this
is an opportunity for us to apply for some of our more obvious courses to get that gen ed
certification (like SOC 225 -- Race and Ethnicity), and possibly to develop new courses as
well. We look forward to working with you and the committee as the initiative unfolds.

All the best,

Antoinette Burton
Interim Head



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Chancellor

Swanlund Administration Building
601 East John Street
Champaign, IL 61820

May 4, 2015

Professor Stephen Altaner, Chair
General Education Board

Dear Professor Altaner,

We want to convey our support to the General Education Board for the proposal from the
Committee on Race and Ethnicity to modify the current general education Cultural Studies
requirement to require all students to take both a US minorities course, as well as a course on

non-Western culture,

We have recognized during the course of the Campus Conversations on Diversity that were held
this spring, that there is a significant desire on the part of many on our campus to increase the
level of competency, awareness, and sensitivity about diversity at Illinois. The newly released
Racial Microaggressions Report on our campus highlighted significant issues related to race and
ethnicity. We are aware of the particularly challenging and difficult nature of race and ethnicity
issues in our country and on our campus. The discussions of next steps to build from these
Conversations frequently reference a need for increased education and training for faculty, staff,

and students.

As administrators, we were encouraged to take action and to move beyond dialogue and
conversation. As the land-grant institution in Illinois with a responsibility for educating the
citizens of Illinois, we have a special responsibility to ensure that our students’ education
includes issues of diversity. Since the proposal provides the opportunity for issues of identity.
including gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, and religion. to be incorporated into
coursework on race and ethnicity, we believe this proposal could be transformational for our

campus.

We recognize that there are implementation challenges that need to be addressed, including
funding and integrating this revised requirement into existing degree programs. Consistent with
our commitment to shared governance, we look forward to the continued collaboration with all
stakeholders related to implementation should the proposal be approved. We strongly support
this effort and the principles ungirding the importance of this proposed curricular change.

Sincerely,

“ ~ b
h@wb-w
Phyllié M. Wise llesanmi Adesida
Chancellor Provost

tefephone 217-333-6290 « fax 217-244 4121



UNIVERSITY OF 1LLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

Swanlund Administration Building
601 East John Street
Champaign. IL 61820

April 30, 2015

Professor Stephen Altaner, Chair
General Education Board

Dear Dr. Altaner,

[ am writing to express my support for the Chancellor’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s
proposal to change the General Education requirements to include a courses on both US minority
culture and non-Western culture.

[n my tenure as Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs at the University of Illinois, I have encountered
many situations that might be termed “racial incidents™ on campus. These are incidents that go
beyond micro aggressions because they are much more than that, they are times when a student or
group of students exhibits behavior that can range from insensitive to severely egregious. During
these times, I see underrepresented students hurt and dismayed at the behavior of their peers. They
feel they are simply not wanted here, that they don’t belong to this academic community. It’s very
disheartening. They seek a solution through education. Over and over again, students in these
situations have asked for a required course that will educate all students about diverse cultures.

I have also had serious conversations with international students about the climate they experience
on campus. We discuss their sense of feeling unwelcome and the lack of integration of domestic and
international students. In this context, they have also asked for a required course on diverse cultures
and see it as a critical, viable solution to campus climate.

With our international and domestic underrepresented student population, we are fortunate to enjoy
a fairly diverse campus. This could be an environment where all students learn about other cultures
and that people have different perspectives based on their background and experiences. With
appropriate courses and the experiential learning that takes place outside the classroom, our students
could be perfectly poised for success in an increasingly global society and multicultural world. We
owe our students this kind of 21% Century education.

[ know this is not going to be easy for your Board to accomplish. You may be called upon to
address what courses will be included, who will teach the courses, how will they be funded, how it
will impact the entire general education curriculum. I can’t imagine the complexity. But I trust that
we can find a way to overcome the obstacles.

As Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, I promise that my departments and units will do whatever
we can to support your efforts outside the classroom with programs, professional development of

our staff, and continual refinement of /-Connect, the diversity workshop that is offered to all new

students in the spring semester. We want to be partners in this effort.

Phone (217) 333-1300 ¢ fax (217) 244-6623 * wrl www.studentaffairs.illinois.edu



Thanks for your attention to this important decision.
Sincerely,

Ay

C. Renée Romano
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of Psychology
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Wendy Heller, Ph.D.
603 East Daniel Street (217) 244-8249 phone

Champaign, IL. 61820 w-heller@illinois.edu e-mail

May 13, 2015

Professor Stephen Altaner, Chair
General Education Board

Dear Professor Altaner,

This letter is in regards to the proposal by the Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE) to modify
the existing general education requirement by requiring that students take a non-Western Culture and
also a U.S. Minority Culture course. The EDGE council — Enhancing Diversity, Guiding
Excellence — is the Chancellot's and Provost's Faculty Advisory Council on Diversity and
Cultural Understanding (see Chancellor’s charge http:/diversity.illinois.edu/illinois_edge.html).
Its mission is to provide leadership and to evaluate diversity initiatives on campus and to make
recommendations to the Chancellor and Provost.

The EDGE council has met with members of CORE and reviewed the proposal in detail. Based on
our review the council wishes to extend its full support to this proposal. In keeping with the goals
of the campus and this council, this proposal provides leadership at the highest level by creating a
structure that will not only advance the culture of excellence and diversity on the campus of the
University of Illinois but will influence the values and actions of countless future citizens and
leaders via their education here at Illinois. The proposed change will have a broad and positive
impact on campus culture and climate and underscores the commitment of Illinois to diversity
and to education that transforms society.

On behalf of the EDGE council,

Wendy Heller
Professor and Provost Fellow

James Anderson
Professor and Chair, EDGE committee

Professor Sandra Rodriguez-Zas

Professor Steve Zimmerman



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Native American House

1206 West Nevada Street. MC-139
Urbana. IL 61801-3818

September 22, 2015

Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair, Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair, Department of Latino/a Studies, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Ronald W. Bailey, Chair, CORE
Head, Department of African American Studies, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Dear Jonathan and Ron,

The Native American House Advisory Board is writing to express strong support for the
Chancellor’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s proposal to change the General Education
requirements to include a course on both U.S. minority cultures and non-Western cultures.

As a committee that supports the Native American House, we have been privy to the complex
challenges that American Indian and Alaskan Native students face on campus and in the
community. Increasing the number of Illinois’ students who learn to understand something of
the many contemporary issues facing U.S. minorities in addition to other marginalized peoples
and cultures across the globe, is critical in the healthy and progressive development of all
students at the University of lllinois, and essential if we are to meet the goal of preparing them
to be responsible, informed citizens of our nation and globe. We view the proposed changes
to the General Education course requirement as a positive step towards creating a better
climate for all students to learn and engage together.

Sincerely,

Native American House Advisory Committee

Dr. Brenda Farnell, Chair
Jason Mahalo Bailey
Logan Bush

Ann Marie Lenhart
Jennifer Neef

Amy Thomson

Dakota Clayton

Nuno Ribeiro

Jamie Singson (ex officio)

telephone 217-265-0632 -fux 217-265-0585
email nah@illinois.edu



Senate Committee on Equal Opportunity and Inclusion (EQ Committee) endorsement
and recommendations concerning the Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE)
Proposal to the Senate Educational Policy Committee Changing the General
Education Cultural Studies requirement so that Students Have to Take Both a US
Minority Culture and a Non-Western Culture Course

The Senate Committee on Equal Opportunity and Inclusion (EQ Committee) strongly
endorses this proposal, with some general recommendations outlined below. We share
the Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s (CORE’s) concern about the need for curricular
structures that mandate courses which help to develop knowledge and sensitivity to the
histories, cultures, and issues faced by US ethnic and racial minority groups. Recent
events-- from the police shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson Missouri, to public
statements and demonstrations hostile to our immigrant communities, to more local
demonstrations of hostility to underrepresented students, faculty and administrators, not
only black but also Latino/a and Asian American and Native Americans--all demonstrate a
deepening of social and cultural divides across lines of race and ethnicity within the our
society . In this context, the longstanding University mandate to cultivate awareness and
knowledge of the historical and social contexts in which US ethnic and racial minority
groups live becomes ever more vital. That, currently, many students avoid classes
addressing these vital issues in favor of courses on non-Western culture—imperative as
these courses fostering global understanding also are—suggests a fundamental curricular
gap. We therefore endorse the plan to address this gap with a change to the General
Education Cultural studies requirement so that students must take BOTH a US Minority
Cultures and a Non-Western Culture Course.

As our mandate is to consider multiple dimensions of equal opportunity and inclusion on
campus, the EQ committee has conveyed to CORE our concerns about these wider
dimensions needing to be reflected in curricular concerns. We appreciate very much that
CORE has reflected on these recommendations and revised their proposal accordingly.
While enthusiastically endorsing the revised proposal, we would like to urge that the
ongoing work on the General Education Board and elsewhere continue to address the
breadth and intersectionality of inequality and diversity across lines of race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, class, religion, nationality citizenship and other social
distinctions. While we recognize the diversity of delivery formats that departments may
plan to use for this curriculum in the face of staff shortages, we also specifically support the
proposal’s emphasis on the importance of face-to-face formats for courses addressing this
material.
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May 12, 2015

Professor Ronald W. Bailey
Chair, Chancellor’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE)
Head, Department of African American Studies

Dear Ron,

Thank you very much for your presentation to the EDGE Council last week. I wanted to follow-up with a
letter of personal support for CORE’s proposal to modify the general education curriculum requirements
to include both a course on non-western culture and a course on U.S. minorities.

As a long time faculty member in the Department of Chemistry, | can say that our students seem rarely to
have been exposed to ideas and cultures different from their own. This includes both our majority students
and the many foreign students that we now have as majors. Members of both groups would benefit from
enhanced knowledge and understanding of the history of race and race relations in the U.S. This will
enable them to be more conversant on a broad range of topics surrounding cultural diversity. Indeed, this
would most certainly enhance their success in their careers.

The change would require one additional course, which could be viewed as a relatively small change. One
relevant and particularly interesting observation about this type of broader education was made by a
former Dean of LAS when I was department head. She pointed out that our Chemical Engineering
Department, one of only three in the U.S. that are in a School or College of Chemical Sciences, produced
more corporate executives (CEOs, CTOs, VPs, efc.) than any other in the U.S. She asked Steve Martin the
former CEO of the Shell Oil Company why he thought that might be. His response was that the
curriculum provided by LAS afforded him a broader set of skills and cultural knowledge and that this was
invaluable in his advancement.

Obviously, I can’t speak for my current Department Head or other units that might have constraints
imposed by accreditation formulas, but in my opinion this is a small step toward providing the cultural
knowledge and vocabulary our students need to be maximally effective in their careers.

Sincerely yours,

Steven C. Zimmerman
Roger Adams Professor of Chemistry

telephone 217-333-6635 - fax 217-244-5943
e-mail sczimmerg@illinois.edu



UNIVERSITYOF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Department of African American Studies
1201 West Nevada Street, MC-143
Urbana, IL 61801 .

1 May 2015

To whom it may concern,

From the perspective of the African American Studies Scholars Cultural Committee (AASSCC), the Minority
course requirement initiative is a much needed addition for all students. Such a course would genuinely aid in
the “Diversity and Inclusion” initiative that the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign promotes.

The university boasts about “#Inclusivelllinois” with a mission of an “Inclusive Illinois, one campus, many

" voices”, yet many students continue to feel marginalized, silenced, and out of place in the classroom, residence
y Y gl ; P
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halls, on the bus, etc. Programs like I-Connect introduce the concept of inclusion on campus, but it is not their
responsibility to tell the entire story of racial identity. Separating the requirement of Non-Western and
Minority courses is the true first step in creating a more inclusive campus.

Many students come from backgrounds where they seldom had to interact with people of different social
identities. These students struggle to understand the dynamics which influence race-relations. During
conversations between white students and students of color, there tends to be an air of discomfort and
defensiveness. In addition, students who are unaware of U.S. race relations tend to belittle and minimize
minority concerns. A U.S minority course would be instrumental in fostering an understanding between White
and minority students.

As students of color, we experience both racial microaggressions and overt racism on this campus. Our peers
continue to describe events on campus such as, being called the “N” word on Green St. or being advised out of
certain majors and coursework. Adding a course like this may-not fix all of these issues, but it will increase
awareness of the challenges that minority students face on UIUC’s campus.

In discussions among students on the UIUC campus, people have expressed doubt about the relevance of a U.S
minority course to students in various STEM majors. Students in STEM fields who are unaware of the cultural
values of different racial groups will be unable to adequately meet the needs of the communities they serve.
Regardless of their majors, most students will find themselves working with people of different social
identities. 'I‘he?cultural awareness fostered by this course will be critical in implementing positive cross-
cultural interactions.

Also, concern has been expressed regarding the availability of TA’s to facilitate classes. However there is an
ample supply of graduate and undergraduate students who are passionately invested in race education and
willing to facilitate the conversation.

We wholeheartedly support the requirement of both a non-Western and U.S Minority course. Creating
awareness of various cultural backgrounds benefit all students throughout their college experience and onward.

Respectfully Submitted,
African American Studies Scholars Cultural Committee (AASSCC)

telephone 217-333-7781 + fax 217-244-4809
url http:/fwww.afro.illinois.edu



To the Faculty Senate Education Policy Committee:

The Asian Pacific American Coalition is enthusiastic to support the proposal to modify the
General Education Cultural Studies Requirement to allow students to have the opportunity to
take both a U.S. minority culture and a non-Western culture course at the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.

The Asian Pacific American Coalition was founded to “be a platform for people to voice their
opinions, encourage social and cultural collaboration and participation within the community,
and advocate for social justice and raise cultural awareness through education.” APAC must act
through “education and empowerment™ and “bring needed institutional and social change” to the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

We as a body comprised of Asian and Asian American students have strong confidence in the
positive impact of this initiative. We believe the requirement of the U.S. minority culture and
non-Western culture general education courses will develop an increase of well-rounded students
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

We believe that our fellow students need to make their voices heard in this initiative. With this
letter the Asian Pacific American Coalition support a more educated and inclusive environment
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. In the increasingly globalized and racially
diverse society we live in, a complete education from this university should now include both a
class in U.S. minority groups and a class in Non-Western cultures. In doing so, we will ensure
that future students will be sufficiently prepared for the interactions that will await them on
campus, other institutions, and the workplace.

Sincerely,

The Asian Pacific American Coalition

Alpha Kappa Delta Phi, Asian American Association, Asian American Student Housing
Organization, Beta Chi Theta, Chi Sigma Tau, Indian Student Association, Liberty in North
Korea, Philippine Student Association, Japan Intercultural Network, Sigma Beta Rho, Kappa
Phi Lambda, Sigma Psi Zeta, Taiwan Intercultural Association, Korean American Student
Association, Singapore Student Association, Chinese Students and Scholars Association, Lambda
Phi Epsilon, Delta Kappa Delta, Korean Student Association, Vietnamese Student Association,
Taiwanese American Student Club, Society of Asian Scientist and Engineers
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Office of the Dean
College of Media

119 Gregory Hall, MC-462
81- South Wright Street
Urbana, IL 61801

September 18th, 2015

Menah Pratt-Clarke, JD, Ph.D.

Associate Chancellor for Strategic Affairs
Associate Provost for Diversity

315 Swanlund Administration Building
MC-304

Dear Associate Chancellor Pratt-Clarke:

| am writing in response to changing the General Education Cultural Studies Requirement so
that students have to take both a US Minority Culture and a Non-Western Culture Course. The
members of the Central Black Student Unijon (CBSU) Executive Board are in full support of this
change. As students on the Ul Urbana-Champaign campus we have the unique opportunity to
learn and grow in a very diverse environment. Requiring that all students take both a US
Minority Cultures and Non-Western Culture course enhances the Ul's overall goal of creating an
inclusive campus environment and promotion of social equality and justice. This change can
only serve the benefit the future Ul students in helping to develop them into more socially aware
citizens by increasing their cultural understanding. Additionally, in recent years CBSU has been
participating in various silent protests and discussions in support of the Black Lives Matters
Campaign. From these experiences, we have learned that many of the African-American
students on-campus have felt victim to negative microaggressions and stereotypes. This
requirement can serve to benefit the overall campus environment by educating the students to
not participate is offensive behavior such as theme parties, stereotypical costumes, etc. | look
forward to hearing positive news on this matter in the future.

Sincerely,

Nia Green Amaka Onwuta
Central Black Student Union, President Central Black Student Union, Vice President



20 April 2015
To whom it may concern,

From the perspective of the Native American and Indi genous Student Organization (NAISO), this
initiative would be a much needed requirement for incoming freshmen and other undergraduate
students to facilitate the multicultural education and awareness which the university purports to give to
students and which is more than necessary in the modern world.

We at NAISO are very well aware of the current state of affairs surrounding both the non-Western and
U.S. minority history courses' enrollment statistics and we, like many groups on campus, are very
deeply concerned with the negative implications (i.e. the ongoing assaults and micro-aggressions
experienced by indigenous students from insensitive pro-chief supporters, which is alive and well on

campus).

In order for incoming students to get a more well-rounded, a more responsible, and a more mature
vision of the world they will one day be stepping into as professional adults, we fully back the initiative
proposing that the University of Illinois require that all incoming undergraduate students take both non-

Western and U.S. mi ,gity history.
(fttee L
is Castle, Presi

dent

ybi%rcr



Petitioning University of Hlinois at Urbana-Champaign
For details, see https://www.change.org/p/university-of-illinois-at-urbana-champaign-the-

requirement-of-both-u-s-minority-and-non-western-gened

The Requirement of both U.S. Minority and
Non-Western GenEd

Sign this petition

Who We Are:

The Asian Pacific American Coalition was founded to “be a platform for people to voice their
opinions, encourage social and cultural collaboration and participation within the community,
and advocate for social justice and raise cultural awareness through education.” APAC must act
through “education and empowerment™ and “bring needed institutional and social change” to the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

The Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE) is commitiee within the Office of the Chancellor



and works to cover diversity-related issues on our campus. Their proposal to “change the
Cultural Studies general education requirement to require that all students take a course in the
U.S. Non-western cultures category and a course in the U.S. Minority cultures category” is
supported by the Illinois Student Senate.

Why We Are Petitioning:

Despite the proposal supported by the Illinois Student Senate and the efforts made by CORE. we
believe that our fellow students need to make their voices heard in this initiative. In signing this
petition, you are demanding a more educated and inclusive environment at the University of
[Hinois at Urbana-Champaign. In the increasingly globalized and racially diverse society we live
in, a complete education from this university should now include both a class in U.S. minority
groups and a class in Non-Western cultures. In doing so, we will ensure that future students will
be sufficiently prepared for the interactions that will await them on campus, other institutions,
and the workplace.

Let’s make this initiative a reality. Let’s be SEEN and HEARD.

AUTHOR: Chairman James Tandaric

Sponsors: President Mitch Dickey and Vice President Matt Hill

Approval for Action:

Support for CORE's General Education Policy Proposal

Whereas. general education requirements are used to help student expand their perspectives on a
historical and cultural level. improve critical and analytical thinking, and learn skills in
communicating knowledge, and

Whereas, the current Cultural Studies general education requirements is for six credit hours.
mcluding one Western cultures course and one of either US Minority or US Non-western
cultures course, and



Whereas, The Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE) works with faculty, staff, and students
across the university to cover diversity-related issucs such as Curriculum Diversity. Recruitment
and Enrollment. and Public Engagement, and

Whereas, CORE has submitted a policy proposal for the following: to change the Cultural
Studies general education requirement to require that all students take a course in the U.S. Non-
western cultures category and a course in the U.S. Minority cultures category, in addition to the
Western cultures category. and

Whereas, CORE additionally recommends that students take the US minority culture course
within their first two years on campus. and recommends that for instructors incorporate active
pedagogy such as inter-group dialogue into their U.S. minority courses, and

Whereas. CORE has found through research on general education course enrollment that the vast
majority of undergraduate students take courses only on U.S. Non-western compared to both or
only U.S. Minority, and

Whereas, according to the evidence. students who take courses on US minority cultures display
numerous positive outcomes including: improved attitudes about race. openness to diverse
viewpoints and a pluralistic orientation, enhanced civic engagement and democratic
participation. improved social agency and social action engagement, heightened cognitive
development. and moral and affective development. and

Whereas, the University of California at Berkeley found that after initiating an education
requirement called American Cultures which heavily featured topics such as inequality and
oppression. students developed openness to multiple perspectives, justice-orientation. and
structural thinking about racial inequality. and

Whereas, our students are living in a globalized world where they will interact with people from
many different ethnic backgrounds so it is important for this university to prepare them for these
challenges. and

Whereas. a change in the general education requirements will help our student body take courses
on different perspective in order to become more culturally competent about U.S. minorities as
well as being able to communicate across different cultural backgrounds, thus

Let it Therefore Be Resolved. that the Illinois Student Senate. as the “Official Voice of the
Student Body™, supports CORE’s “Proposal to Revise General Education Cultural Studies
Requirement™. and

Let it Further Be Resolved, that the ISS will assist CORE is advocating for this policy change to
the general education requirements.
FEYTER TO

University of Hlinois at Urbana-Champaign

The Requirement of both U.S. Minority and Non-Western GenEd
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May 11,2015
Dear Friends:

The attached following selection of letters and comments were produced by students in the Fall 2015
course, AFRO 100, Introduction to African American Studies. The assignment was to comment on the
proposal to change the General Education requirements so that all students have to take a course on U.S.
ethnic minorities in order to graduate. It resulted from class discussions and a visit an exhibit on campus
entitled “IndiVisible: African-Native American Lives in the Americas”
http://www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/indivisible now on display at the local University YMCA. As
background, I shared some of the documents produced by the Committee on Race and Ethnicity (which
I chair), letters written by other supporters, and encouraged them to reflect on our class discussions as
you will see in the instructions below. Attached is a sampling of what they produced. Some of them
need editing, but their ideas are very powerful and insightful. In one of CORE’s discussion with Provost
Adesida about the proposed gen education changes, he asked pointedly: “Have you talked with students.
That’s very important!” Here are some of the ideas that Illinois students have about this important issue.
Ron Bailey

ek e sk

Dear AFRO 100 students,

We were both extremely impressed with our class discussion over the past few sessions. And the clarity
in your comments about why a US Ethnic Studies requirement should be a part of the general education
curriculum would be useful for others to hear. So we are open to have you share your views in the same
kind of essays you have been writing all semester. The following comments might be useful:

Review and think about the "Three Environments" viewing the diagram we discussed as one of our tools
in the opening week of the class. It is on one of the first powerpoints. One of the reasons general
education is in place is so that we stretch outside our majors to understand the big picture of how
knowledge is organized and produced. The 3 environments--the Natural environment, the human
environment, and the (human) built environment--is one way to explore this. And remember that we
tried to share how each of your majors and minors and courses generally take up some particular aspect
of these environments. The Gen Ed requirement seeks to make sure we all have a shared platform as a
point of departure--that students in the Humanities know something about STEM
(Sci/Tech/Engineering/Math) and vice versa, that ALL students have some fine arts knowledge, some

social science knowledge, etc.

These things may be helpful as you share your own thoughts. And we have been particularly impressed
with the personal experiences and insights some of you have shared about why this discussion is
important. And we have been instructed by you in ways we did not expect (e.g., the way some of you
talked about the multicultural content of the Attaway novel "Blood on the Forge!", or discussions with
your college advisors, or others who are influential in assisting you with making decisions about your

coursework or majors).

Please upload your letters on Monday, May 11, 2015 before class. We are both looking forward to
reading your comments!

Sincerely, &? '
Ronald W. Bailey,h.D.Head, Department of African American Studies April 29, 2015
Desiree McMillion, Teaching Assistant



May 10, 2015

To whom it may concern,

I am writing you about a very important issue that is being debated amongst the faculty and
others within the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The very important topic is
whether or not the students of the University ‘of Illinois should be required to take an Ethnic
studies/ Cultural studies class as a general education requirement. This would mean that the
students would have fo choose a western studies course and an ethnic studies course instead of
having to choose one. I strongly believe that the requirement for students to take an Ethnic
studies course is necessary and essential to the education of students within higher learning.

The study of various ethnic groups helps us understand the specific people, American history,
and world history as well. For example, I have found out by taking an ethnic studies course at the
University of Illinois that I had only learned surface level history throughout my years of
schooling. I learned previously that slaves were used to pick mass amounts of cotton for free. An
ethnic studies course at a University, explained to me how much of an impact the slave trade had
on the economies of many different countries besides the United States. [ believe that this will
help people see that African American history really ties into the history of the United States and
other places in the world. College courses teach more in depth and provokes the thoughts of
students more which is necessary for them to.become more knowledgeable.

The courses will help to make students more open minded about the concept of race. Many
people in this world believe that there are distinct differences concerning the various racial
groups in our society. Science has proven otherwise and these courses can let students see that
we are all humans and have similar experiences and to learn to be able to accept our different
experiences. To illustrate this, many people of color have mental illnesses that go untreated
because they do not believe that a doctor will effectively help them because they do not
understand where they are coming from. Correspondingly, many people of color have been to a
doctor for their mental illness and have had bad experiences. My point is that courses like these
can help people to understand the struggles of some groups and how certain things may affect
them. This shows that being a great doctor, engineer, lawyer, etc. does not come just by knowing
your work because you also have to understand people and understand and appreciate the
differences among them. Also, I strongly believe it can help weaken stereotypes as well, A
common stereotype about African Americans is that they are helpless and unintelligent. These
stereotypes could possibly be diminished if some people were able to take an African studies
class where they are shown how the slaves fought back when they were being forced onto slave
ships, the various black scholars and their accomplishments, the many movements within the
black community that resulted in the rights they deserve, etc. The material the students learn
about any ethnic group can help them to rethink the assumptions they make about people in those

groups.

I personally have learned a lot about myself from taking an ethnic studies course. I believe that is
has opened my mind to new ways of thinking about situations of race, culture, education,



T

stereotypes and more. I believe another very significant part of these classes is not only for other
groups to learn about groups different from them but also for people to learn more about their
own history. I have learned things that make e appreciate myself and where I come from more.
I have learned that the stereotypes people may have about me and others similar to me do-not

define me. .

The proposal for Ethnic studies courses beinga general education requirement should be
implemented because it will help students at the University Illinois to really embrace diversity. It
will be a way for students to not only be masters of their area of study but also learn about
various topics. In the same way, the sole purpose of general education requirements is to make
sure that students become well rounded individuals along with specializing in their area of study.
" The University of Illinois will be able to produce many powerful leaders if they are exposed to
and taught about the history of ethnic groups as well as western history.

Sincerely,

Desree McNair



May 5, 2015

Dear Sir/Ma’am

[ am a Singaporean student studying engineering at the University of Illinois. I come
from a very diverse background as I was raised in Tokyo before doing military
service in Singapore.

Indeed African American studies has taught me a great deal of life skills, looking at
different conflicts in the world from a different perspective, as I can relate to the
African American struggles, from the struggles of the people from Singapore or India
or Japan.

I feel that the class also helped me express my views about the world in a much
more efficient manner, as my writings helped me express and process my thoughts
more clearly.

Today’s work force is very diverse and it is very important and we must learn
history of one another to successfully work in the working world. Cultural
sensitivity is something that we all need and not enough of us have.

Sometimes when we are studying pragmatic subjects such as science or businesses
we sometimes forget that there is a huge world outside with lots of conflict, and we

must always look and see what is the best way to express ones opinion and how to
be appreciate one another.

I have really enjoyed and embraced this class, expressing my views in a safe
environment, knowing when what to say is right and when it is wrong.

I hope that more students will take this class.

Regards,

Arjun



April 30, 2015
To whom it may concern,

My name is Alexandra Swanson. I am currently a junior in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences studying English. I am writing to voice support for an alteration in the general
education requirements at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. I believe that taking
both a United States minority and a non-western cultures class should be required of all
undergraduate students.

The importance of studying minority cultures in the United States is evident in current events.
The riots in Baltimore, the alarming number of deaths of black men by police, the racial
education gap, the racial wealth gap, etc. Students must learn about the historical precedents for
these current day events. Students must have the analytic tools in order to accurately and
productively process what is happening in the media.

As students, we must also be able to comprehend global histories and social relationships. We
must study religious, cultural, lingual, racial, and educational differences in the countries
throughout the world to begin to grasp why the global climate is what it is.

As I understand it, there is a fear that increasing the requirements for general education will
make it more difficult to students to graduate. However, there are a variety of available classes
that satisfy the non-western or the United States minority requirements that also fulfill an
additional general education requirement. Therefore it seems plausible that if students select
classes that fulfill more than one general education requirement, they should not encounter

trouble graduating on time.
J

1 sincerely believe that it is imperative for students to think deeply about racial, socio-economic,

and cultural issues apparent at the national and global level. For the University of Illinois to truly
boast of producing capable alumni, students simply must be required to study both United States
minority cultures and non-western cultures.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Swanson



May 1, 2015

To Whom It May, Concern:

America is a multi-cultural nation, full of people from different backgrounds, with diverse
qualities. Unfortunately, hateful beliefs that began in America's dark past can still be engrained
in the minds of some students today. The best way to combat this kind of thought, clear up any
confusion, and increase positive-feelings amongst people is to help them unlearn these harmful
ideas and educate them. We need to expose students to different cultures. We need to
educate students about their neighbors.

For this reason, | am fully supportive of introducing an ethnic studies class requirement, one
that specifically caters to American minorities. Personally, | have gained so much from studying
a ethnic minority. | better understand how minority groups contribute to the whole of
America. | better understand the history that affects the current situation of America today. |
helieve that all students need this exposure to American minorities in order to better serve
their country as informed citizens.

Many students come from racially-singular communities and are dropped into the diversity of
llinois, and do not know how to navigate the new community. An ethnic studies class would
help students become more open and understanding to people different from them. If lllinois
wants to continue to brand itself as a university that excels in diversity, it must take the
necessary steps to educate its students about diversity. We must pay more than lip-service to
the cause of diversity. We must do our part to truly create a multi-cultural school.

In fact, | would like to see the requirement expanded to include classes about sexual
orientations, religions, gender, and other aspects of diversity to promote better understanding
amongst students, but we must take things one at a time. At any rate, | fully support this ethnic
studies measure and | am excited to see it implemented.

Submitted,

Taylor Walker



Las’Hae Dunn
Letter for Ethnic Studies

5/5/135

Ethnic Studies classes should be required at the University of Illinois in order for it to
truly uphold its claim to be not only diverse, but inclusive. The University should encourage
ethic studies in order to truly innovate change on this camljus. Students at the University report
feeling discriminated against in classes, on busses, and at fraternity and sorority houses, among
other places. However, the university advertises the campus as a place full of inclusion.
Inclusivity is achieved when diverse groups not only come together, but understand each other’s
each others differences, not only tolerate them. For students to emerge from this university, into
a global and competitive workforce, it only makes sense for them to understand other cultures,
their histories, and their struggles in order to better their opportunity at success.

The understanding of Ethnic people is extremely important in every major. From liberal
to STEM majors, ethic people work in those areas, as well as use the products of these areas of
study.Ethnic studies are interdisciplinary studies that will not distract students from their areas of
studies, but add a more complete understanding of their studies through the histories of ethnic
cultures. The environments of ethnic environments include the natural environment, the built
environment, and the human environmen;. The natural environment consists of natural
occurrences that formed the continents, the currents of oceans, rivers, and the location of raw
materials. Studies such as paleontology, geology, edology, bceano graphy, and biology would

study the natural environment. The built environment consists of the science, engineering,

technology, and mathematical configurations for human needs. Lastly, the human environments



@

cover social patterns of humans. These environments stand as individual areas of study, but more
importantly, they overlap to tell the story of human history. These environments are still studied
to improve the lives of humans. Ethﬂic studies provide the global scope students need, and they
can use that to get into more specific areas of studies. Ethnic studies give a innovative
perspectives that students need to be competitive in the global workforce.

The goal is for students leaving the University that they are apart of a large and diverse
world. The more they are equipped to not simply tolerate differences, they can realize their
opportunity to improve the lives of others through their work. As a University that wants to be
one of the top- in the world, students in the University have to understand the world, and the

people they will work with and help.

Sincerely,

Las’Hae Dunn



May Sth, 2015

To whom it may concern,

Over the last semester I have had the distinct pleasure to be enrolied in AFRO 100-
Introduction to African American Studies with Professor Bailey and Ms. McMillion. Upon
enrollment in this course, I had already met my non-western history course requirement almost
three-fold. However, my own personal interests led me to take more courses that fulfilled that
requirement.

I do believe that it would benefit all undergraduate students if they were also required to
take a U.S Ethnic Studies course. English or humanities based majors who have many times
struggled with math and science are required to have a six hours in each of those areas. This, to
me, suggests that science and math courses (at the college level) are of high importance from any
perspective or major. This is true for Ethnic Studies and Non-western minority studies due to the
fact that we are one of the most racially diverse universities in America. This calls for some form
of training or understanding of difference.

There is an unspoken misconception that classes like AFRO 100 are useless to Engineer
or Chemistry Majors when, in actuality they are greatly connected. Professor Bailey has always
~ challenged his students to see the larger picture of a situation. In our class we did discuss slavery
but in a critical way that moves the students away from the usual “it was wrong” ideology and
into a mode of questioning. We used tools to assess why slavery happened and how a people’s
origin can affect their individual stories and lives.

I knew this class and classes like AFRO 100 were different and important for ALL
students when we learned about what the tectonic plates of the past meant in regards to slavery.
We learned that it was the water moved that brought Europeans to Africa and to the many stops
it-would make to create the slave trade. We have studied DNA, fossils, primary sources and
more. We have been introduced to databases in which we are challenge to derive our own
conclusions from. These critical thinking tools hold much value to anyone no matter what they
are studying. -

It would behoove this university to pass a double requirement of a U.S Ethnic Studies
course and a non-western/minorities study course. We are an institution that produces well-
rounded individuals who will have even more value in the world if they are diverse in their
thinking and understanding as well.

. With Sincerity,

Collette Harmon



May 4, 2015

Dear Chancellor Wise,

| After taking Introduction to African American Studies this semester, I have
now come to support the proposal of requiring an ethnic studies course as a general
education requirement. I believe taking a minority-centered course will allow
students to get a better understanding of each other’s ethnic backgrounds and be
more considerate of each other as well. For instance, taking AFRO 100 has given me
a broaden sense of the Black experience and has demonstrated to me the struggle
~ and adversity the black community has endured. Beforehand, I had no real
knowledge about the black experience but only a minor understanding of slavery. I
think it's necessary to geta semester'-long understanding of minorities because in
high school, even after four years, students graduate with only minor kn‘owiedge
regarding any culture besides their own. As the high school system fails to teach the
public about the less mainstream ethnicities in the United States, [ feel like it’s thus
the duty for Universities to educate the people and give them a better understanding
of each other especially since this a such a diverse university an:d country. believe
in the power of knowledge. The more you know, the more considerate you are aboﬁt
the things you say and about the people around you. Aftef my studies in this course,
I came to grow a stronger respect and admiration for the black community. Even
after the emancipation of slavery, the black community still faced a tremendous
amount of oppression and racism, but they always continued to strive forward and

worked hard for their liberation. If people could see how difficult the black



Page 2
experience was and how hard their people had it, there would be less racial
comments and hate for one another. I feel like there would be more peace in the
community if people could see that race is actually a social construct and we are not
so different from each other and that genetically we all trace back to Africa and have
a common ancestor. If this requirement was to be made official, there would be an
array of positive outcomes; I'm sure students would enjoy the courses because they
are both knowledgeable and eye opening and very interesting. The Professors
teaching these courses need some more recognition since they have been educating
the student body on this prominent topic for so many years already.

Sincerely,

Jorge Meza



Taylor J. Dugas
Professor Bailey
Afro 100 African American Studies
5 May 2015
A Case for the Requirement of Ethnic Studies

Social consciousness is just as important as an academic one. What develops a
social consciousness is learning experiences diverse from another’s experience. The case
for a required ethnic studies class teaches students what history books summarize of
minorities, but in greater depth. In western education, the study of ethnic minorities is
imﬁortant because western institutions by law protect the rights of minorities. Although
law exists, there have been examples through out western history where minority rights
were bypassed in the judicial system. In the case of the United States, there is a deep,
entwined hypocrisy. Historic minority oppression (ethnic and women) on the home front
still resonates today in a country that is the largest advocate for equality and freedom.
The greatest way American, and at large western civilization, can combat hypocrisy is to
educate the youth. At the University of Illinois, it is found that students who take ethnic
studies courses are bound to be more open to diverse experiences, It is important to
promote diverse experiences in developmental years to increase social capital. Social
capital is vital to society as it shares links, values and understandings between those
people in the society.

Ethnic studies are versatile. Beyond humanities, they éover literature, biology,
earth science, anthropology, linguistics, and social sciences, which are among a multitude
of genres. The three environments is an important tool when learning ethnic studies. The

three environments: Natural, Human, and Built encompass all aspects of an ethnicity

from genesis to the present.



May 4, 2015

To Whom it may Concern:

Taking Afro 100, has truly shown me that I can still learn about my history, culture,
and coinciding ideals. At first, [ thought I knew everything there is to know about
black culture basically saying “I'm black so this class is going to be easy to me”. Boy
was I wrong. Some of the insightful and knowledgeable things that Professor Bailey
said or talked about that stood out to me was his views ,as someone of an older
generation, about all the police brutality. His insight on the situations at hand was
one reason that kept me going to the poi‘nt that when I was sick I still came in to his
lectures. Not only that but the fact that he took the time to appeal to what we liked
to talk about. For example, the class told him about the new album that Kendrick
Lamar came out with called “To Pimp a Butterfly” and over Spring break, he not only
listened to the album but talked the colnnections it had to what to we were learning
at the time. Overall, with everything we learned I now know that if I did not take a
class that talked about a specific culture in America to help in spreading my
knowledge on other cultures. The best way to des.cribe this class would be that itis a
gate way to fnany other classes that the main subject is a different culture. So I do
recommend that you please make it a requirement to take a U.S. Minority so you can

spread knowledge of different cultures to different types of students.
Thank you,

Leon H. Dixon I



May 4, 2015

Letter Regarding Ethnic Studies Class

It is imperative that gach student that enrolls in the University is required to take a
United States Ethnic Minority Studies class. The school already has a set of general
requirements put in place that each student needs to fulfill to graduate. In requiring the
US Minority course it would only cause minimal changes. One of the general
requirements that students already have to take is cultural studies and either a non-
western OR United States minority class can complete the requirement. Under this
category you are offered an introductory course to different ethnicities and global studies
in diffefent aspects. In other countries, it is very important that the students learn about
the history of their culture. However, in America when we are given a United States
history course it is very washed down and leaves out the critical Irole that minorities
played in upstarting and building this country. The current courses do not give a full
overview of the things that happened since the start of the country. The course would
provide in depth information on minorities and how they have contributed to the nation
while also using different tools to flna_lyze it.

For example, AFRO 100, the students were not simply given information and
made to memorize it for an exam but instead we were given different tools to help us
think differently about things and develop our own understanding about a topic. Also,
one of the main things we did was using the past to help us think about the future. When
prompted this way you began to see the students discussing things on a deeper level and

creating new ideologies that were not there before.



Providing this course would allow students to be more open-minded and
culturally aware of other ethnicities in this country. The class would relate to many of the
majors that the students are in, this was done in AFRO 100, and it would become clear
that learning information about others and the past would prove helpful to any

department of study.

-Sydney Taylor

(page 2)



April 27,2015

To whom it may concern,

During my first year at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, I have found that
the racial and cultural differences between students have not been a prominent factor
in how a student develops here. This is partially due to the prior respect people share -
for one another, but it is also due to programs that promote cultural differences. A
major factor that has promoted cultural differences is the opportunity for students to
take an elective that focuses on US minority cultures. US minority culture classes are of
great importance to the education of the student body. The University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign needs these classes and should require their students to have to
explore this through the general education requirement. Requiring students to take
these classes will help them open up their minds to minofities and also expand their
understanding of other students’ culture. Having a well-educated student body will help
make the community more intimate. Currently, the student body is integrated to an
extent but it is noticeable that students of the same background seem to be in cliques.
This in my opinion is a natural occurrence, but if students were more familiar with each
other and understood that their differences can bring forth more conversation and
friendship then they may try and reach out to other students. By taking a minority
culture class I have come to realize that the differences between my culture and others’
does not make us as people different. If anything, I have come to understand the

significance of culture and appreciate the differences that make this campus diverse and

beautiful.

-A] Melarkey



African American Studies Spring 2015
John Bochniak

" Professor Bailey

Letter Regard:ing Ethnic Studies



U.S. ethnic studies provides the liberal arts tradition with a much needed modernization;
a way for students to engage in material.that 1s of great (yet often understated) value to the
pursuit of greater self-enlightenment. Maintaining an open, multicultural mindset should be a
goal of every United States four-year institution; especially the University of Illinois, touting its
long history of excellence. Ethnic studies at UTUC provides students with a variety of new
perspectives on American history and culture. These new perspectives (for example our
Afrocentric perspective in African American studies) are central to gaining a holistic, non-biased
understanding of American history and culture. It is then important to understand that ethnic
studies not only contributes to knowledge of diversity, but to diversity of knowledge (without
which we cannot truly fulfill our liberal arts educations).

Providing students with the tools needed to gain an outside "ethnocentric" perspective on issues
related to history, culture and politics is one of the main goals of ethnic studies at UIUC. This is
invaluable to the furthering of knowledge on both individual and communal levels. Allowing
students to engage in material from a multicultural perspective is essential to establishing a
healthy and inclusive educational and work environment. Joint cultural competence is essential
tolhteamwork and productivity and will allow the University (as a community) to de\»;elop and
grow at a faster rate.

Ethnic étudies is reflective of the diverse population pool at the University of Illinois, and is now
more important than ever given the large influx of non-western Asian students. Something is
needed to bridge the cultural gap between American students are their Asian counterparts, and
ethnic courses fills this need. The student body here at the University of Illinois is dynamic,

ever-evolving and requires greater analysis than is offered outside of multicultural classes.



UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

La Casa Advisory Board
1203 West Nevada Street, MC-145
Urbana, IL 61801

1867

February 25, 2016

Jonathan Xavier Inda, Co-Chair, Curriculum Diversity Committee, CORE
Chair, Department of Latino/a Studies, University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign

Ronald W. Bailey, Chair, CORE
Head, Department of African American Studies, University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign

Dear Jonathan and Ron,

The La Casa Cultural Latina Advisory Board is writing to express strong support for the
Chancellor’s Committee on Race and Ethnicity’s proposal to change the General Education
requirements to include a course on both U.S. minority cultures and non-Western cultures. As a
committee that supports the La Casa, we have been privy to the complex challenges that
Latino/a and other minority students face on campus and in the community. As we prepare
global, responsible, concerned leaders, we believe it is imperative to increase the
understanding of every lllinois student, especially with specific attention of the many
contemporary issues facing U.S. minorities and other marginalized peoples and cultures across
the globe. The critical nature of these courses yields healthy and progressive development of all
students at the University of lllinois. We believe that by implementing this general education
requirement, the campus climate has the potential to shift, and we will truly be forging an even
more Inclusive lllinois both in and outside of the classroom. We view the proposed changes to
the General Education course requirement as a positive step towards creating a better climate
for all students to learn and engage together.

Sincerely,
La Casa Advisory Board

Moises Contreras
Amanda Cox

Lizette Dorantes
Betoel Urias Escobar
Diego Espino
Gabriela Garcia
Melissa Guevara

Ivy Delgado Hernandez

Kimberly Hodges

Francisco Masso

Natasha Murray-Everett

Sandy Perez

Krissy Pettigrew

Giocanda Guerra Perez (ex officio)

telephone 217-333-4950 -fax 217-244-4513
email lacasa@illinois.edu



Subject:  Statement of support for EP.16.23

Date: Mon, 11 Apr 2016 10:37:01 -0500
From: Andrea Herrera <andrea@uigeo.org>
To: Bettina Francis <bfrancis@illinois.edu>

Dear Dr. Bettina Francis,

In regards to proposal EP.16.23, the GEO wants to make clear that the
proposal in no way conflicts with the collective bargaining agreement
that GEO has with UIUC.

Secondly, the GEO welcomes increased training for TAs especially
around complex issues such as race, class, gender, sexuality, etc.

Lastly, as a social justice labor union the GEO fully supports proposal
EP.16.23, especially in light of the prevalent racism at the UIUC campus.

If you or anyone on the committee have any questions, GEO
representatives will be at the meeting to answer any questions.

Have a good day!

Andrea Herrera

Andrea Herrera

Staff Organizer

Graduate Employees' Organization

IFT/AFT Local 6300 - AFL-CIO

630-273-5768

andrea@uigeo.org <mailto:andrea@uigeo.org>






UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS EP.16.80
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Qffice of the Provoest and Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs gj[
Swanlund Administration Building L;m

601 East John Street
Champaign, IL 61820

April 13, 2016

Bettina Francis, Chair

Senate Committee on Educational Policy
Office of the Senate

228 English Building, MC-461

Dear Professor Francis:

Enclosed is a copy of a proposal from the Committee on Race and Ethnicity (CORE) to amend
EP.89.09 to revise the Cultural Studies requirement,

Sincerely,

At Wit

Kathryn A. Martensen
Assistant Provost

Enclosures
¢: R.Bailey
M. Ramirez Fernandez

J. Inda
J. Singson

telephone (217) 333-6677 = fax (217) 244-5639
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