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Abbas Aminmansour, Chair

Senate Comimittee on Educational Policy
Office of the Senate

228 English Building, MC-461

Dear Professor Aminmansour:

Enclosed is a copy of a proposal from the Graduate College and the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences to establish a Professional Science Master’s concentration in the M3
in Plant Biology. All degrees offered through the Professional Science Master’s
program will be designated as self-supporting.

This proposal has been approved by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Commiittee
on Courses and Curricula, Dean’s Cabinet and Exccutive Committee on behalf of the
Faculty of the College as well as the Graduate College. It now requires Senate review.

Sincerely,

\&W F M

Kristi A, Kuntz
Assistant Provost
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¢: B. DelLucia
A. Golato
F. Hu
A. Mester
K. Sightler
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Graduate College

204 Coble 1Hall, M(C-322
801 South Wright Street
Champaig, 11, 61820.6210

October 11, 2010

Kristi Kuntz

Assistant Provost
Office of the Provost
207 Swanlund, MC-304

Dear Kristi:

Enclosed is the proposal entitled “Establish a Professional Science Master’s Concentration within
the Master of Science in Plant Biology in the Depattment of Plant Biology.” The Graduate College
Executive Committee did vote unanimously to approve it.

T send it to you now for further review.

Sincerely,

A Ao N0 Y
\‘\-,.
Andrea Golato
Associate Dean, Graduate College

Enclosure
cc: Hwvan Dellucia
Ann M. Mester

Feng Sheng Hu
Kevin Sightler

telephone 217-333-6715 « jax 217-333-8019
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Dear Dean Golato:
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September 14, 2010

The Comnitiee on Courses and Curricula, Dean’s Cabinet, and Executive Committee on
behaif of the Faculty of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences has voted to approve the
following proposal:

Establish a Professional Science Master's Concentration within the Master of
Science in Plant Biology in the Department of Plant Biology

Please address all correspondence concerning this proposal to me. This proposal is now
ready for review by the Graduate College for proposed implementation Fall 2011.

enclosures

C:

Professor Evan Del.ucia
Professor Feng Sheng Hu

felephone 217

Sincerely,

(e MMt

Ann M., Mester
Associate Dean

333-1350 e fax 217-333-9142






stimulus bill to the development of new PSM programs.’ The proposed program in plant
biology is intended to be an interdisciplinary program to provide scientific training in
plant biotechnology, spanning fundamental to applied aspects, with professional business
content in technology and innovation management, accounting and finance, human
resources, project management, marketing, global strategy, and more. To determine level
of interest in the proposed program, the Department of Plant Biology, through Illinois
Business Consulting (1BC), conducted a market interest survey of prospective students
and employers. Roughly 150 [llinois undergraduates in the Colleges of ACES and LAS
responded. They were given a brief description of the program and then asked about their
level of interest in the 3-semester/1-summer program in plant biology. Nearly 48% of the
respondents were ‘somewhat’ or ‘very interested’ in the program, which is taken as
evidence of strong interest on the part of undergraduates at this institution and likely,
others, in this particular area. It is anticipated that graduates of this program wili find
potential employment in mid-level management involving research, development,
marketing, and sales in the private sector as well as corresponding positions in non-profit
or governmental organizations. Their training in project management through the
business curriculum will make our graduates ideally suited for positions as project
managers and other mid-level managerial positions. Interest on the part of the private
sector was confirmed in telephone interviews conducted by IBC with four international
companies involved in plant biology. The survey and summary of results are in
Attachment 1.

There are currently about 120 PSM programs at universities across the country, and of
the 48 that are in the general field of Biology, 24 of these focus on Biotechnology
(hitp://'www.sciencemasters.com/). However, there are no current programs that focus on
plant biology and hence the new program would fill a unique niche.

BUDGETARY AND STAFF IMPLICATIONS: (Picase respond to each of the following
questions. Place your response right after each item. See Appendix A for
additional information.).

a. Additional staff and dollars needed. Onee fully operational, the PSM program
described here is intended to generate sufficient new revenue from tuition to
more than meet its operating costs. It is anticipated that a program coordinator
would be essential to oversee the program and provide the necessary advising
for PBT graduate students once established. In addition, prior to launch of the
program, it would be desirable to have the coordinator in place to advertise the
program and recruit students, to establish liaisons with relevant plant biology
groups and industries for future internship opportunities, and to identify plant
biology-specific curriculum topics to include in the science and business
courses. The coordinator could be an Academic Professional, and the
Director of the School of Integrative Biology has pledged 2 vears of salary
support to facilitate this effort. The coordinator position will be sustained
with tuition revenue from the PSM Program after the initial period. All of the
activities of the coordinator would be in conjunction with a Plant Biology

U haps/www.rules.house,.gov/bills details.aspxINews[D=4149
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faculty member (to be named). The estimated cost of this position is $40,000
- $45,000 per year based on current salaries of U of | academic advisors. At
current tuition and fee rates, breakeven enrollment to cover this cost is six
students. For estimated enrollment and revenue projections, refer to
Attachment 2. 1t is anticipated that existing secretarial and administrative
staff' in the Plant Biology and School of Integrative Biology offices will be
able to handle the extra work load from this program.

b. Internal reallocations (e.g., change in class size, teaching loads, student-
faculty ratio, etc.) It is anticipated that a maximum of 10 to 15 PBT MS
students will be in the program at any given time at steady state
(approximately three years). The core courses that are required of these
students have been approved and staffed, but new courses may be considered
as the program develops, at which time tuition revenue from the PSM
program will be used to fund the continued growth of the program. Average
enrollment in the integrative biology (IB) courses in the proposed curriculum
has been 12 students (AY 06-AY 10); the department has indicated that the
additional enrollments can be accommodated without adding more course
sections.

c. Effect on course enrollment in other units and explanations of discussions
with representatives of those departments, Student enrollment targets for the
PSM program are optimistically estimated at 5 to 10 students cach year.
Therefore, within three years, we anticipate 10-15 students in the PSM
Option. As with internal reallocations, the relatively low numbers, and the fact
that most of the courses required in this new program are within our
department, will result in minimal impact. The impact on individual courses
in specific semesters is likely to be a few students, at most. The other unit
delivering instruction for this program is the Department of Crop Sciences
{CPSC). Average enrollment in the CPSC courses in the proposed curriculum
has been 46 students (AY 06-AY 10). The department has indicated that it
can accommodate increased enrollments from students in the proposed
program at no marginal cost (see department chair’s letter of support).

d. Impact on the University Library, computer use, Jaboratory use. equipment,
gte. A tetter of endorsement from University Librarian Paula Kaufman is
attached to this proposal.

¢. Impact on computer use. laboratory use. equipment. ete. Given that we expect
the growth in the new program to be gradual for the first few vears as it
becomes established, the impact on resource requirements will be minimal. As
numbers increase, the revenue generated as a result of the PSM component of
the program will support any required additional resources.

DESIRED EFFECTIVE DATE: Fall 2011






Degree Requirements

For additional details and requirements, please refer to the Plant Biology Department's
online Graduate Handbook and the University's Graduate College Handbook.,

Master of Science

permission of advisor

Required Courses: Thesis option - | Non-thesis PSM
Required Hours option - Concentration-
Required Required
Hours Hours
Course hours distributed among 12 12 12
three of the following areas:
anatomy, biochemistry,
development, ecology, evolution,
genetics, molecular biology,
physiology, and systematics (4 of
these hours must be outside the
immediate research interests of the
student)
Individual Topics, IB 590 (min/max max &
applied toward degree)
Electives in consulitation with and by 12-20 12-20 20

Language Reqguirement

Disecretion of

Discretion of

Required Overall:

advisor advisor advisor
PSM Concentration (ACCY 500, N/A N/A 10
BADM 595, BADM 596, BADM
597. BADM 598, FIN 500. LER
S12. LER 524)
Internshin (PSM 555) N/A N/A 0
PSM Seminars (PSM 501, 5302 and N/A N/A 0
503)
Thesis Hours Required (min/max max 8 0 0
applied toward degree):
Total Hours 32 32 42
Minimum 500-level Hours 12 12 12

Other Requirements:*

Transfer credit,
from Illinois or
from other
institutions,

Ch




is not permitted.

Students must
enroll full-time
(i.e., 12 or more

hours) in fall

and spring
terms.

Students taking

IB 590 are
limited to 10
hours maximum

Minimum GPA: 3.0 3.0 3.0

The requirement of a thesis for the M.S. degree in Plant Biology is determined in
consultation with the candidate's adviser. The program is normally completed within two
years. Candidates are expected to compiete at least 32 semester hours of graduate
coursework and research agreed upon with a faculty adviser. For students in the PSM
coneentration, enrollment in PSM 555 is required in the summer term during which the
internship is completed; PSM-specific summer tuition is assessed.

Financial Aid

Financial assistance in the form of full or partial waiver of tuition and fees is not
available to [llinois PSM students (except statutory waivers). For all other students,
fellowships, teaching assistantships, and research assistantships are available for qualified
students. Fellowships are awarded on a competitive basis.
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Appendix A:
(Notes on Budgetary and Staff Implications)

New Degree Programs — Required Budgetary Implication Questions
[y How does the unit intend to financially support this program?

Once fully operational, the PSM program described here is intended to generate sufficient
new revenue from tuition to more than meet its operating costs. For estimated enrollment
and revenue projections, refer to Attachment 2.

2) Will the unit need to seek campus or other external resources?
No.
3) If no new resources are required, how will the unit create capacity or surplus to

appropriately resource this program? (What functions or programs will the unit no longer
support?)

Refer to page 2, Budgetary and Staff Implications, parts a and b.

4) Please provide a market analysis: What market indicators are driving this
proposal? What type of employment outlook should these graduates expect? What
resources will be required to assist students with job placement?

See attachment 1.

5) If this is a proposed graduate program, please discuss the programs intended use
of waivers. Ifthe program is dependent on waivers, how will the unit compensate for lost
tuition revenue?

Financial assistance in the form of full or partial waiver of tuition and fees will not be
available (except for statutory waivers).



Appendix B: Proposed Sequencing for the M.S, Degree in Plant Biology and
Concentration in Professional Science Masters (PSM). The major courses below are
suggestions and are listed to show one possible sequence of courses. Specific courses are
selected in consultation between student and advisor. Course selection is based on the
student’s interests and career plans; course selection is by permission of the student’s
advisor.

Yearl

Fail Semester (2011):
Plant Biology Coursework

e [B 421 Photosynthesis TR 9:30-10:50  (3)
e CPSC 3590 Professionalism & Ethics T 3-4:50 (2)
s B 424 Plant Development MWF 1-1:50 (3)
s [B 496 Readings in Development  TBA (D)

PSM Concentration

¢« LERSI2 People, Technology & Work (2)

e PSM 501 PSM Seminar [ * (0)

e ACCY 500 Accounting Management (1)

s FIN 3500 Intro to Finance (D
Spring Semester (2012):

Plant Biology coursework
Pick one of the following:

o [B420/CPSC 484 Plant Physiology TR 1-2:30 3)
¢ (CPSC 566 Plant Gene Regulation MWEF 11-11:50 G
Pick 2 of the following:
o 1B 440 Plants and Global Change ~ MWF 1-2:20 (3)
s IB505/CPSC567 Bioinform and Systems Biol MW 9-10:50 4)
e CPSC 588 Piant Biochem {online) T 6:30-9P 4)
e CPSC 563 Molecular Cytogenetics 3)
PSM Concentration coursework
¢ BADM 598 Managing Technology (H
o BADM 567 Global Strategy (1
« LER 524 Human Resource Mgmt (2)
e PSM 3502 PSM Industry 11 {4}

Summer Semester (2012):
¢ PSM 355 PSM Internship ()



Year 2

Fall Semester (2012):

o 1B 472 Plant Molecular Biology TR 10:00-10:50 (1* half) (1)

e« IB474 Plant Protcomics TR 11:00-11:50 (1% half)(1)

e IB473 Plant Genomics TR 10:00-10:50 (2™ half)(1)

e IB475 Plant Metabolomics TR 11:00-11:50 (2™ half)}(])
Pick 2 of the following:

s CPSC 440 Statistics 4)

o B 425 Plant Secondary Metabolism MWF 8:00-8:50 (3)

» CPSC499  Genomics for Crop Improvement ~ MWF 11-11:50 (2™) (2)

PSM Concentration Coursework

e PSM 503 PSM Seminar 111 0y
¢ BADM 396  Entrepreneurship (1)
e BADM 595 Marketing )

* Graduates are expected to be socially and politically literate to successfully manage
workplace responsibilities and broader, diseretionary responsibilities, The Illinois PSM
seminars (PSM 501, 502, and 503) cover, in part, behavioral dimensions at the interface
between science and business. Seminar topics include ethics and the responsible conduct
of research; political and regulatory environments relative to new product development
and intellectual properties; and the social and cultural environment of science-based
enterprises.

The role of ethics and social responsibility, reflective of Resnik's essay” on research
ethics, is embedded in the seminars around the themes of

* building public support for and trust in science,

* promoting the aims of science and the scientific process,
* providing the basis for professional accountability, and
* supporting collaborative work.

Issues such as product safety, environmental ethics, and medical and technology

ethics may be explored along with emerging issues such as genetically modified
organisms, stem cell research, and nanotechnology. Social and political dimensions are
likewise embedded within several courses in the "plus curriculum" -- cultural variations
in international business ventures (BADM 597); the ethics and social responsibility of
financiat reporting (ACCY 300 and FIN 500); the role of technology in society (LER
512); and social responsibifities in managing human resources (LER 524).

hed . . . . . ~
“ hupwww.niehs. nih.eoviresearch/resources/bioethics/whatis.cfm
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Appendix C. Key Features of the PSM Concentration to be Coupled with the M.S.
in Plant Biology Required Courses

There are three components of the PSM concentration:

1. Business curriculum (courses listed in table beiow)
2. Industry seminar series (PSM 501, 502, and 503)
3. Internship (PSM 553)

Business Curriculum (10 hours)

The business curriculum is a sequence of eight courses jointly delivered by the School of
Labor and Employment Relations (LER) and the College of Business. These courses,
common across all PSM programs, are intended to provide PSM students with core
business knowledge and skills. In addition, the courses also will provide students with
the behavioral skills important in the business world, in particular, communication skills,
team building, and conflict resolution. Furthermore, students will develop an
understanding of ethics and intellectual property, as it applies to science and the biotech
industry. The business curriculum totals 10 semester credit hours in an intensive, focused
delivery, The requirements are summarized below.

Term / Course Title Instructional { Credit

Semester Unit Hours

1 - Fall ACCY 500 Accounting Measurement, Business l
Reporting and Control

1 - Fall FIN 500 Intro to Finance Business 1

] - Fall LER 512 People, Technology & Work LER 2

2 -Spring | BADM 598 | Managing Technology & Business i
Innovation

2 - Spring | BADM 597 | Global Strategy Business 1

2 - Spring | LER 524 Human Resource Management LER 2
for Scientists and Engineers

3 - Fall BADM 596 | Entrepreneurship for Business l
Professional Scientists

3 - Fall BADM 595 | Marketing for Professional Business 1
Scientists

Industry Seminar Series (0 hours)

The industry seminars provide opportunities for intellectual and social engagement for

students across Illinots PSM programs. The seminars extend the professional preparation

provided in the business curriculum. A key element of the seminar is invited guest
[ecturers in significant science-related leadership roles from business, industry, and
governmental organizations. Discussions will center on the problems and challenges

introduced by the guest lecturer. All PSM students will enroll in a common seminar each

[1




semester, blending students from multiple disciplines to explore issues in common,
Students in PSM programs have similar career aspirations and will thus benefit from
exploring management, leadership, and career development issues together. Students
will have the opportunity to learn about these issues not only as they relate to their
specific area of study, but also to those in other Hlinois PSM programs. PSM students
will enroll in the seminar each semester in which they are enrolled in the cohort program
(PSM 501, 502 and 503, respectively), excluding sumimer. In the final semester seminar,
an emphasis is on learning from the internship experience during the preceding summer
term and mentoring first semester students who are preparing for the internship. These
courses carry 0 credit hours and assign S/U (satisfactory/unsatisfactory) grades.

Internship (0 hours)

The internship is judged a necessary component of a professional graduate degree
program whose goal is to produce graduates proficient in their science area of study with
the knowledge, skills, and abilities to apply their proficiency to managerial and teadership
challenges of business, government, and not-for-profits. Nationally, the majority of PSM
programs require internships. Having completed two semesters of full-time graduate
study before the internship, students will have had adequate science and business
coursework to prepare them for work experiences in organizations. First semester
students will be paired with third semester students for internship mentoring. Students
will formulate plans for securing an internship early in their first semester of study as part
of the required industry seminar series (PSM 501) and will implement plans no later than
the beginning of their second semester of study. Students will evaluate their internship
experience as part of their third semester industry seminar (PSM 503). Students complete
one semester of full-time study after the internship is completed. The criteria for
selection of internship companies and positions are determined for each student
individually. In consultation with the program coordinator, students find internship
companies and positions that match their individual career objectives and meet the
learning goals of the program. The Iilinois PSM, the academic program, and the student
have joint responsibility for securing the internship. In the event that a traditional
internship cannot be obtained by the student, the PSM coordinator would work with
faculty in the department to identify translational research experiences consistent with the
combined science-business model embodied by the PSM program. The program
coordinator determines student deliverables and evaluation criteria and assigns course
grades (S/U only). For internationals holding student visas, internships are considered
curriculum practical training (CPT) and must be authorized in advance by International
Student and Scholar Services.
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Appendix D. Approvals to include courses from supporting disciplines for the proposed MS
in Plant Biology.

Reformatted response from the Department of Crop Sciences, June 21, 2010,

[Note: in response to this message, CPSC 465 was removed and CPSC 563 was added to the list
of courses. ]

Kolb, Fred wrote:

Hi Steve,

Sorry to be slow to reply., This is a busy time! Here's the status of
the classes you listed and a few comments for you.

CP3C 465 Ethics and Biotech Controclled by
NRES, cross-listed in CPSC - seldom cffered
I'd suggest not including this class (CPSC 463).

CPSC 590 Professionaiism & Ethics offered each fall,
enroilment 5 + NRES enrolled students
CP3C 566 Plant Gene Regulation offered

each spring, enrollment 19

CPSC 588 Plant Biochem {(online} Offered
Fall of odd years, enrocliment 5

CPSC 440 Statistics Offered
each semester, enrollment 128

CP5C 499 Genomics for Crop Improvement See below
Change numper to CPSC 466 Genomics for Plant Tmprovement
Offered each Fall - 2nd eight weeks, enrollment 22

The Crop Sciences Department 1s in favor of including all of these
classes except CPSC 465. We anticipate that all of these classes will
continue to be offered (except CPSC 465). The additional students will
be beneficial -capacity is available in the classes. I've added the
enrcllments for the last time each c<lass was offered. BAnother class
that you may want to consider is CPSC 563 Molecular Cytogenetics taught
by Lane Rayburn.

Best Regards,
Fred

Frederic i. Kolb

Cavanah Professor of Plant Breeding and Genetics
Crop Sciences Teaching Coerdinator

Department of Crop Sciences
University of Illinois

1102 8. Goodwin Ave,
Urbana, IL 61801

Pn (217) 333-5485
f-koibillinocis.edu

13



wwwww riginal Message---=-=

From: Steven Huber [mailto:schuberl@illineois.edu]
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:08 PM

Te: Kolb, Fred

Cc: Conatser, Sharon; Sightler, Kevin W; Feng Sheng Hu
Subject: Course information

Dear Fred:

Attached is a draft of a proposal that is being prepared for submission
Lo the Senate Bd Pol Committee for & new major in Plant Bioclogy with
Graduate Concentraticn in the Professional Science Master's Program.
The program will be based in the Department of Plant Biclogy in LAS,
but potential courses will include some in Crop Science as well (sce
attachment) . Hence, we need a brief statement from you or someone in
your department thait these courses will likely ke offered in the future
and that inclusion of these courses in this set of offerings is
acceptaible. We anticipate that each fall a new cohort of about 5
students might be admitted so that at any given time there would be a
total of ne more than 15 students total in the program. Hence the
impact on enrollment in your courses should be beneficial and not
burdensome. If you could address this specifically in your response
with any past enrollment numbers that you might have that would be
ideal.

The relevani courses include:

CPSC 465 Ethics and Biotech

CPSC 590 Professionalism & Ethics

CPSC 566 Plant Gene Regulation

CPSC 588 Plant Biochem {online)

CPSC 440 Statistics

CPSC 449 Genomics for Crop Improvement

Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can help in any
WaY .

Thanks'!
steve

Steven C. Huber

USDA Plant Physioiogist

Professor of Plant Biology and Crop Sciences
University of lllinois

1201 W. Gregory Drive, 197 ERML

Urbana, IL618C1

Tel: 217-265-0909
Fax: 217-244-4419



Tuly 2,2010

Feng Sheng Hu,

Professor and Head, Department of Plant Biology
University of Illinois

265 Morrill Hall

505 S. Goodwin Avenue

Urbana, IL 61801

Dear Dr. Hu:

Thank you for giving the University Library the opportunity to review the Department of
Plant Biology’s proposal to the Senate Comntittee on Educational Policy to establish a
new Establish a Master of Science in Plant Biology with a Concentration in Professional
Science Master's. Based upon the proposal that we reviewed, it is our understanding that
this degree will provide an option for those students seeking a terminal master’s degree
(i.e., not necessarily en-route to the doctorate) as an option for preparing themselves for
careers in plant science and related areas that are combined with business-related
responsibilities. After being reviewed by two of our subject specialists, the proposal
materials that you provided to the University Library do not lead any of us to believe that
there will be an appreciable impact on our operations or collections.

If additional services or materials are required as the program develops, we will be happy
to discuss securing the requisite resources with the program sponsors.

Sincerely,

Paula Kaufman
University Librarian and Dean of Libraries

Ce: Thomas Teper

Katie Newman
Diane Schmidt
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From: DeBrock, Larry [mailto:idebrock@illinois.edu]
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2010 8:25 AM

To: Sightler, Kevin W

Cc: Carroll, Sandra

Subject: RE: Proposed llineis PSM in Plant Biclogy

Kevin;

After discussing this with Sandy Carroll, the college would be happy to allow those
students into the PSM offerings.

Thanks.

-larry

From: Sightler, Kevin W [mailto:sightler@illinois.edu]
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:45 PM

To: DeBrock, Larry

Subject: Proposed Illinois PSM in Plant Biology

Dear Dean DeBrock,

The Department of Plant Biology has proposed an M.S. degree program in plant biology.
The program will be paired with the lllinois Professional Science Master's concentration.
At steady-state (approximatcly three years), we estimate 10 students will enroll in each
cohort. Students will take the established sequence of PSM-specific courses, including
those currently offered by the College of Business:

ACCY 500 - Accounting Mcasurement, Reporting and Control
BADM 595 - Marketing for Profcssional Scientists

BADM 596 - Entreprencurship for Professional Scientists
BADM 597 - Global Strategy

BADM 598 - Managing Technology & Innovation

FIN 500 - Introduction to Finance

The proposal is currently pending with the Senate Committee on Educational Policy.
They have asked for confirmation from you that students in the proposed program will be
allowed to take the courses offered in your college and that there is sufficient capacity to
accommodate the additional students.

A timely reply is appreciated to accommodate the Committee's next meeting on
November 8. An e-mail reply is sufficient.

Should you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you.

Best regards,
Kevin Sightler

16



From: Cutcher-Gershenfeld, Joel Ethan

Sent: Friday, October 29,2010 1:51 PM

To: Sightler, Kevin W

Subject: Proposed IHlinois PSM in Plant Biology

Dear Kevin:

LER confirms that students in the proposed Plant Biology program will be aliowed to
take the two courses offered in through our school (at the established reimbursement
rates) and that there is sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional students as

projected.

Best,
Joel

Joel Cutcher-Gershenfeld

Dean and Professor

School of Labor and Employment Relations
University of Illinois

504 East Armory Avenue

Champaign, 1L 61820

217/333-1454 (office)

217/979-3771 (cell)

joeleg@illinois.edu

invest in LER

From: Sightler, Kevin W

Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2010 4:38 PM

To: Cutcher-Gershenfeld, Joel Ethan

Subject: Proposed Illinois PSM in Plant Biology

Dear Dean Cutcher-Gershenfeld,

The Department of Plant Biology has proposed an M.S. degree program in plant biology.
The program will be paired with the Illinois Professional Science Master's concentration.
At steady-state (approximately three years), we estimate about 10 students will enroll in
each cohort. Students will take the established sequence of PSM-specific courses,
including the two courses currently offered by the School of Labor and Employment

Relations:

LER 512 - People, Technology & Work
LER 524 - Human Resource Management for Scientists and Engineers

The proposal is currently pending with the Senate Committee on Educational Policy.
They have asked for confirmation from you that students in the proposed program will be
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allowed to take the courses offered in your school and that there is sufficient capacity to
accommodate the additional students.

A timely reply is appreciated to accommodate the Committee's next meeting on
November 8. An e-mail reply is sufficient.

Should you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you.

My best,
Kevin Sightler

Kevin Sightler

Director, lilinois Professional Science Master’s
University of 1llinois at Urbana-Champaign
hitp://psm.illinois.edu

phone 217-265-5363
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Subject: PSM Concentration - Plant Biology [EP11.11]
Date: Wed, 10 Nov 2010 10:42:52 -0600

From: Feng Sheng Hu <fshu@life.illinois.edu>

To: Steve Huber <schuberl@life.illinois.edu>

Dear Steve:

Thank you for forwarding the comments on the Piant Biol PSM proposal from the Senate
EdPol Committee. In the unlikely event that traditional internship opportunities cannot
be obtained for students in the Plant Bio PSM, as Department Head I would work with
you and the PSM coordinator to identify translational research experiences consistent
with the combined science-business model embodied by the program. These translationat
research experiences might involve creating a marketing plan for a new biotechnology
product, or developing a management plan for bringing a new biotech product to market.

Best wishes,
IF'eng Sheng

IFeng Sheng Hu

Professor and Head

Department of Plant Biology

Professor

Department of Geology

Program in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Mailing Address:

265 Morril]l Hall

University of Illinois

505 South Goodwin Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801

Voice: (217)244-2982
FAX: (217)244-7246
fshu@life.illinois.edu

http://www.life.uiuc.edu/hu
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Biotechnology PSM Survey

5 \:\@

This survey is about a possible new master’'s degree program in BIOTECHNOLOGY at the University of
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Your input will help us determine level of interest in the program. You wiil also help us make important
decision about courses, specializations, admissions, and more.

Please answer the foliowing questions to tell us what you think.

Participation is voluntary and your answers are anonymous. Completing the survey will take about 5 to
10 minutes.

Thank you for your help,

For additionat information about the program, a web address and email address are provided at the end
of the survey.




Biotec

The BIOTECHNOLOGY master's degree would be part of the Iiinois Professional Science Master's program
- the Iliinois PSM.

The PSM is a new type of master’'s degree that combines advanced study in science with business
knowledge and skills. It's for pecple who want to work in science-based positions that also have
manageriat and leadership responsibilities. The PSM integrates experiences to develop behavioral skills
highly valued by employers such as teambuilding, decision making, conflict resolution, communication,
and visioning.

With experience, consuiting scientist, clinical director, and technology transfer manager are a few of the
positions for which PSM graduates would be well-suited.

The BIOTECHNOLOGY program at Iilinois would combine critical “real world” experience and knowledge of
the legal, ethicai and business issues of this fieid with a mastery of the scientific principles and
knowledge refevant to biotechnological industries. It would be distinguished from traditional M.S. degree
programs by its lack of thesis requirement, applied focus, combination of coursework in science and
business, and its internship. Like other Illinois PSM programs, the BIOTECHNOLOGY program would be
completed in 16 months ~ three semesters plus a summer internship.



































































