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RS.06.01	Prefiled Resolution To Eliminate Unofficial St. Patrick’s Day

I present this resolution for Senate approval.  The Senate Executive Committee endorsed this resolution in principle on March 6, 2006 and the Senate Committee on Educational Policy endorsed this resolution in principle on March 13, 2006.

Whereas, Friday, March 3, 2006, was a regularly scheduled day of instruction at the University of Illinois;

Whereas, Several campus area liquor licensees have promoted March 3, 2006 (and a corresponding date in previous years) as a so-called Unofficial St. Patrick's Day (USPD);

Whereas, USPD promotes binge drinking and disruptive behavior among students during a regularly scheduled class day;

Whereas, The effect of USPD is to reduce class attendance, induce many instructors to cancel class, disrupt the conduct of classes that are held by the presence of intoxicated students, and increase the incidence of other undesirable behavior, such as assaults and vandalism;

Whereas, Significant University resources must be diverted each year to maintaining normal University activities on USPD; and

Whereas, Despite the University's best efforts to mitigate the effects of USPD, it remains an event that seriously undermines the educational mission of the University; therefore be it

Resolved, That the University take affirmative additional steps to prevent the occurrence of any future USPD or any other alcohol-related event on a regularly scheduled instructional day at the University of Illinois; and
Resolved, That the Chancellor shall establish a commission including students, faculty and staff to make recommendations to the Chancellor to advance the aforementioned goals.  Such steps shall particularly focus on eliminating academic disturbances and promoting campus safety by taking appropriate measures consistent with all existing laws, regulations and the Student Code, including Section 3-603(b)(4).

Sponsor,
Sen. Mark E. Roszkowski (BUS)

