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RS.16.06 Campus Senate Recommendation to University of Illinois Regarding Coal Divestment  
 
WHEREAS, the University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign currently indirectly invests $5.1 million 
in coal mining and coal utility companies, and 
 
WHEREAS, industry analysts have predicted that investments in coal mining and coal utility are 
stranded assets, and 
 
WHEREAS, a student referendum in 2013 passed 6:1 in favor of the divestment of these funds, and 
 
WHEREAS, over 50 members of faculty have currently signed a petition supporting divesting from 
these funds, and 
 
WHEREAS, over 458 institutions, including the University of California collective, University of 
Washington, and University of Maine, globally have committed to divesting a total of $2.6 trillion 
from the fossil fuel industry which includes coal mining and coal utility companies, and 
 
WHEREAS, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has committed that we believe we must, 
“…exercise leadership by modeling ways to minimize global warming emissions” as part of our 
2015 Climate Action Plan, and 
 
WHEREAS, the university could accomplish divestment and minimize management costs by 
switching to a socially responsible passively managed investment fund instead of an actively 
managed investment fund, and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Senate of the Urbana-Champaign Campus, recommends that the Board 
of Trustees establish a university policy divesting all indirect funds from coal mining and coal utility 
companies. 
 
Submitted by student senators: 
 

Marshaun Montgomery (GRAD) 
Madison Scanlan (ACES) 
Farah Chalisa (LAS) 
Patricia Rodriguez (LAS) 
Raneem Shamseldin (ACES) 
Grace Mladenik (ACES) 
Katherine Mertens (AHS) 
Ron Lewis (BUS) 
Siddhant Chawla (ENG) 

Gaurav Pasari (ENG) 
Rahul Raju (ENG) 
Milan Dasgupta (ENG) 
David Hanley (GRAD) 
Anita Mixon (GRAD) 
Joseph Moseley III (GRAD) 
Ronnie Lopez Cepero (GRAD) 
Bobby Knier (LAS) 
Andrew Storm (LAS)
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