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BACKGROUND 
It has been a long-standing tradition of the University Senates Conference (USC) to rotate 
leadership positions of Chair and Vice Chair among the three campuses.  This tradition has 
been superseded in rare instances due to special circumstances.  For example, Luther Skelton 
from UIS was to become Chair in 1999-2000 and when he died, no other representative from 
UIS was available to serve in his place. 

The UIS Senate approved a resolution to codify this tradition in the Statutes.  Their proposed 
amendment is attached. 

The USC has passed a statement preferring tradition to codification.  The Senate Committee on 
University Statutes and Senate Procedures agrees with the USC.  Codifying the tradition in the 
Statutes as proposed by UIS is too inflexible.  For example, had this rotation been codified in 
the Statutes in 1999, no one available and willing to serve would have been eligible for election 
that year. 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Senate Committee on University Statutes and Senate Procedures recommends that the 
UIUC Senate vote to concur with the USC’s September 21 statement to not support codifying 
this rotation in the Statutes.   
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USC Chairs and Vice Chairs since 1997 

 

    Chair    Vice Chair 

1997-1998   Richard Johnson, UIC  Geneva Belford, UIUC 

1998-1999   Geneva Belford, UIUC  Luther Skelton, UIS 

1999-2000   Elliot Kaufman, UIC  Frank Kopecky, UIS 

2000-2001   Frank Kopecky, UIS  Thomas Conry, UIUC 

2001-2002   Thomas Conry, UIUC  Gerald Strom, UIC 

2002-2003   Gerald Strom, UIC  Pat Langley, UIS 

2003-2004   Pat Langley, UIS   Michael Grossman, UIUC 

2004-2005   Michael Grossman, UIUC Elliot Kaufman, UIC 

2005-2006   Elliot Kaufman, UIC  Pat Langley, UIS 

2006-2007   Tarry Bodenhorn, UIS  Mary Mallory, UIUC 

2007-2008   Vernon Burton, UIUC  Elliot Kaufman, UIC 

2008-2009   Elliot Kaufman, UIC  Kathryn Eisenhart, UIS 

2009-2010   Kathryn Eisenhart, UIS  Matthew Wheeler, UIUC 

2010-2011   Matthew Wheeler, UIUC Donald Chamber, UIC 

2011-2012   Donald Chambers, UIC  Nicholas Burbules, UIUC 
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